t .  r ' 

i  ■ 

'  ■>  j  .  j 


> 


$ .  •,<* . 


.,«c 


\ 


t 


MERCURY  STARK  NAKED. 


A  SERIES  OF 

LETT  E  R  S, 

ADDRESSED  TO 

Dr.  BEDDOES; 

STRIPPING  THAT  POISONOUS  MINERAL  OF. 

ITS  MEDICAL  PRETENSIONS; 

And  flowing,  that  it  perpetuates,  increafes,  and  multiplies 
all  the  Difeafes  for  which  it  is  adminiftered  ;  and,  while 
itmayfuftain  worthlefs  Branches  of  Medical  Practice,  the 
Ufe  of  it  is  an  Opprobrium  to  the  Scientific  and  Moral 
Character  of  the  ProfeiTion. 

By  ISAAC  SWAIN  SON, 

•  PROPRIETOR  OF  THE  VEGETABLE  SYRUP  OF 

DE  VELNOS. 


Precipitated  Efforts  all  are  vain. 

And  undigefted  Cures  break  out  again. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR  JAMES  RIDGWAY,  YORK-STREET, 
ST.  JAMES’S-SQUA-RE. 

1797. 


APOLOGY  FO&  THE  TITLE, 

I  HAVE  lately  feen  two  ingenious  little  pam¬ 
phlets,  called  bier  me  $  XJnmafked>  in  which  fome 
rogueries  of  the  god  of  verbal  impoftors  are  hu- 
moronfly  expofed:  my  bufmefs  with  him.  is,  as 
the  conductor  of  human  fouls  to  the  other  world. 
In  ancient  times,  he  confined  himfelf  to  his  office, 
and  left  to  difeafes  the  talk  of  killing  men.  In  mo¬ 
dern  times,  he  has  treacheroufly  afTumed  the  me¬ 
dical  charadler,  and  by  affifting  difeafes  in  their 
.work  of  death,  he  multiplies  his  original  occupa¬ 
tion  as  conductor  of  fouls. 

It  is  in  his  modern  capacity  of  do&or,  fome- 
times  regular,  fometimes  irregular,  that  I  wifh  to 
flrip  him  of  all  his  pretenfions ;  and  not  to  pre- 
fent  his  figure  in  any  manner  that  may  offend  the 
delicacy  of  the  times. 


LETTER  I. 

Sir, 

t- 

jAlS  I  have  not  any  of  thofe  titles  which  give  to 
a  man  the  reputation  of  knowledge,  without  his 
poffeffing  it;  as  I  have  neither  been  educated  at  an 
imiverfity,  nor  wear  a  diploma  * ;  and  as  I  have 
not  any  perfonal  acquaintance  with  you,  it  is  necef- 
fary  I  fhould  account  for  the  liberty  I  take,  in, ad* 
dreffmg  to  you  thefe  "Letters. 

In  every  thing,  I  perceive  you  to  have  that  fpirit  of 
a  reformer ,  which  difdains  thofe  barriers  which  pri¬ 
vileged  ignorance  has  plaeed  in  the  way  of  induftrl- 
ous  enquiry. 

You  do  not  feem  to  imagine  that  an  education 
at  Oxford,  where  medicine  is  hardly  an  object  of  at¬ 
tention  or  ftudy,  is  the  beft  claim  to  its  honours,  or 
the  bed  pretention  to  its  practice.  In  the  efforts  you 
have  made  to  improve  the  pradtice  of  phyfic,  you 
have  not  fcrupled  to  reft  your  principal  dependence 

*  On  purchafmg  the  fucceffion  of  the  property  of  De  Velnos, 
in  Frith-ftreet,  I  was  furnifned  with  a  Scotch  diploma  of  M,D, 
but  I  have  never  worn  it  ;  as  I  few  fimilar  titles  ufed  in  adver¬ 
tisements,  as  the 'inftruments  of  the  groffeft  imposture.  Indeed, 
I  have  often  wondered  that  men  of  •  unqu  eft  ion  able  merit,  fuch 
as  many  of  the  diffenting  minifters,  who  have  been  learnedly 
educated  at  thofe  diffenting  academies  or  colleges  in  England, 
which  confer  no  degrees,  either  procure  or  accept  of  diplomas, 
luch  as  are  obtained  by  quacks,  the  profligate  venders  of  the  moffc 
defpicable  and  the  moil  pernicious  preparations. 
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on  empyrica!  aid ;  for  though  important  difcoveries 
in, air  were  made  by  Dr.  Black,  within  the  precindh 
of  a  college,  the  developement  of  thofe  difcoveries 
has  been  empyrical,  in  the  language  of  imiverfities, 
and,  in  fome  cafes,  by  perfons  tainted  with  heretical 
imputations'. 

Relying,  therefore,  on  your  candour,  on  your  ap¬ 
parently  zealous  love  of  truth ;  and  hoping  for  fome 
affiftance  from  you,  in  the  purfuit  of  my  grand  ob¬ 
ject,  THE  EXPULSION  OF  MERCURY  FROM  THS 

practice  of  medicine,  I  will"  flate  to  you,  ina 
few  words,  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  my  bold, 
and,  you  may  poihbly  imagine,  my  impracticable  at¬ 
tempt. 

Circumifances,  which  1  have  related  in  other 
publications,  led  me  to  quit  abufinefs  to  which  I  was 
bred,  but  for  which  I  never*  had  a  taite,  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  a  celebrated  vegetable  medicine,  in¬ 
troduced  into  this  country  bv  M.  De  Vtinos+> 

*  tf  1 

My  great  view  in  the  advantages  I  faw  I  mult 
derive  from  it  (having  attentively  obfervedits  effects) 
was  to  obtaindeifure  and  books,  and  to  indulge  my 
paffion  for  literary  and  fcientifc  enquiries. 

The  conduct  of  the  faculty,  refpeCting  the  vege¬ 
table  fyrup,  directed  fome  of  thofe  enquiries  to  the 
refpe&ive  operations  and  effe&s  of  vegetables  and 
minerals,  as  medicines,  in  diforders  of  the  human 

i '  '  ■&' 

f  Though  pills,  improved  fyrup.  and  other  trafh,  are  advertifed 
in  the  name  ot  De  Velnos,  he  never  had  any  knowledge  of  them  ; 
nor  can  the  impoftors  advertising  them,  produce  any  authority 

from  him  or  his  family,  for  ufrng  his  name  to  their  •yrn  miserable 
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confutation — for  in  nil  cafes  of  difficulty  and  impor¬ 
tance,  I  found  myfelf  furrounded  by  fwarms  cf  in- 
terefled  medical  pra&iti  oners,  who  confidered  the 
patient  as  a  fort  of  property  ;  and  many  of  them 
have  bitterly  remonitrated  with  me,  as  depriving 
them  of  families,  which  had  regularly  belonged  to 
them,  and  on  which  they  relied  for  an  income  of  near¬ 
ly  a  certain  amount.. 

This  view  of  the  profeffion  was  unpleafing  and 
difcouraging  :  I  had  quitted  trade,  from  a  diflike  to 
many  of  its  common  cufloms,  and  I  found  myfelf  en¬ 
tangled  and  embroiled  with  a  profeffion  which  was  ac¬ 
tually  the  mod  contemptible  fpecies  of  trade.  For 
the  woollen  or  linen-draper,  in  difpofing  of  his  com- 
modifies,  has  no  mode  of  increafmg  the  wants  of  his 
cudomers  by  the  very  goods  with  which  he  farniihes 
them ;  and  his  hopes  of  gain  are  not  mafqued  by  hy¬ 
pocritical  or  profeffional  pretences. 

This  difficulty,  for  feme  time,  I  was  difpofed  to 
conlider  in  the  light  of  a  competition,  and  to  fuch 
competition  I  diould  have  had  no  objection. 

But  I  foon  feund,  that  the  profeffion  pretended  to 
an  exclusive  right  to  all  knowledge  and  praflice  in 
an  art  which,  from  its  nature,  is  open"'  to  all  who 
will  dtidy  and  make  experiments  in  it,  and  which  is 
confined  within  privileged  boundaries,  always  at  the 
expence  of  the  health  and  property  of  the  people. 

But,  in  proportion  as  I  proceeded,  and  I  relieved 
or  cured  cafes,  by  vegetable  preparations,  which  fur- 
geons  rendered  defperate,  lingering,  and  mortal,  by 
snetalic  falls,  or  the  fpirituous  refults  of  chemifiry,  I 
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found  the  general  fympathy  and  common  interefl  of 
the  faculty  arranging  its  members  into  a  deep  and  de¬ 
termined  phalanx  again#  me. 

The  effedl  of  this  fympathy  was  a  general  calumny, 
moft  induflriouflyand indefatigably  propagated,  “that 
I  made  the  fyrup  the  vehicle  of  mercury,”  and  by 
that  mode  only  cured  difeafes. 

I  call  it  a  calumny,  becaufc  the  phyficians  who 
hinted  it,  and  the  furgeons  and  apothecaries  who 
trotted  with  it  daily  from  houfe  to  houfe,  could  not 
have  committed  a  miftake  on  the  fubjeffc ;  for  almoft 
all  tny  intercourfe  with  the  profeilion  has  been  in 
cafes  where  the  members  of  it  have  failed ,  either  in 
the  ufe  of  mercury,  antimony,  arfenic,  or  the  fpi- 
rituous  refults  of  chemiftry. 

They,  therefore,  muft  have  concluded  I  ufed  not 
the  minerals  which  had  failed  in  their  hands — for  the 
opinion  that  I  combined  them  with  the  fyrup,  when 
they  had  combined  them  in  vain  with  the  decodtion  of 
the  woods,  could  not  impc-fe  on  the  pradiitioners ;  but 
it  might  on  their  patients,  for  the  mo#  part  ignorant, 
credulous,  and  taking  phyfic  from  faith  in  a  pro- 
feflion,  more  than  from  an  opinion  of  the  Ikill  of  any 
of  its  particular  members. 

As  I  am  not  uncandid  or  avaricious,  the  £r#  ef¬ 
fect  on  my  mind  was  only  a  general  convi&km 
that  the :  incorporation  of  claffes  and  profefhons.  is. 

In  all  caiea,  bjtmbus  to  the  fort  of  knowledge  it 
was  intended  to  promote  ;  and  that  it  is  a  great  in¬ 
jury;  and  an  ufelefs  expence  to  the  public,  to  maintain 
axifctrous  fwarms  of  retainers  to  a  profeffion,  who 
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fluffy  and  apply  to  pafs  a  fhort,  perhaps  a  trifling's 
examination  ;  and  praelife  generally  by  routine,  with¬ 
out  tlie  neceflity  or  capacity  of  thought,  bv  a  Phar¬ 
macopeia,  which  is,  like  the  Mafs  Book  of  ignorant 
priefls,  the  rule  of  their  faith  and  condufl. 

That  many  of  them  think  they  have  a  right  to  be 
maintained  by  the  meer  profeflion,  independent  of 
their  merits  in  the  practice  of  it,  I  have  feen  in  fe- 
vefa!  ffriking  inflances.  The  bifhop  of  — — — — 
a  prelate  of  diftinguifhed  talents,  as  well  as  amiable 
character,  had  tried  very  fuccefsfully  the  effeft  of  my 
medicine,  in  his  own  cafe  as  well  as  on  perfons  in 
whofe  health  he  was  deeply  interefled,— His  bench- 
cenCs*  induced  him  to  recommend  it  in  the  principal 
city  of  his  diocefe,  to  perfons  who  had  been  long 
afflided  in  a  fimilar  manner.  The  principal  apothe¬ 
cary  Was  afioniflied  at  the  cures ;  and  at  the  hidden 
lofs  to  him  Of  fever al  opulent  families,  to  which  he 
confidered  himfelf  as  an  appendage.  He  colleded  all 
his  children,  walked  at  their  head  to  the  palace,  de¬ 
manded  an  audience  of  the  bifhop,  and  declared  pe¬ 
remptorily,  if  he  did  not  difeontinue  his  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  medicine,  that  is,  if  he  did  not 
defifl  from  refeuing  the  afflifted — he  (the  furgeon) 
mull  quit  the  place,  and  begged  to  leave  his  chii- 
dren  to  be  fupported  by  the  bifhop. 

But  they  generally  have  recourfe  to  falfehoods* 
and  not  to  complaint.  Inflances  of  atrocious  ill  con  < 
duff  have  fometimes  thrown  me  off  my  guard,  I 
have  treated  with  feveiity  a  fnperficial  and  fuperci- 
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lions  medical  leflurer,  on  whom  I  proved  one  of 
thefe  falfehcods. 

On  another  provocation,  from  an  impudent  un¬ 
truth,  in  a  compiler  of  medical  recipes,  I  gave  him 
on  opportunity  to  put  his  hand  in  my  pocket  to  re¬ 
lieve  his  neceffities, 

I  have  nothing  of  this  nature  to  fear  from  you. 
You  Will  neither  inftrudt  your  pupils  to  calumniate 
me  ;  nor  have  you  any  trade  of  propagating  popular 
errors in  Ihort,  your  writings  and  practice  feem 
to  be  free  from  that  fpirit  of  Scottijh  Pedlarifm  from 
which  the  profeffions  and  even  the  philofophy  of 
Scotland  is  not  exempt ;  and  which  remarkably  ac¬ 
tuates  many  of  its  mo  ft-  diilinguifhed  candidates  for 
public  opinion  and  favour  in  this  country. 

I  therefore  addrefs  you  with  confidence,  and  with 
hopes  of  your  afMance,asIfhall  keep  merely  on  public 
ground  ;  having  myfelf  nothing  to  hope  for  or  to  fear 
from  you.  1  want  not  even  to  incline  you  in  favor 
of  the  medicine  I  ufe,  or  my  mode  of  ufing  it.  I  am 
fully  content  with  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  fee  my 
daily  con dudl  and  practice.  I  want  not  to  increafe 
a  bufmefs  which  often  overwhelms  me,  and  which  is 
daily  multiplied  by  the  operation  of  mercury.  I  wifh 
to  point  out  to  you  the  general  fource  of  thofe  melan¬ 
choly  difeafes  which  have  heavily  afflicted  my  mind  for 

*  This  is  not  intended  as  a  reflection  on  Scotland,  or  on  Scotch¬ 
men,  but  on  the  influence  of  the  remains  of  its  government ; 
which  reduces  the  isduflrious  claiTes,  even  in  literature,  to  a  lfate 
of  penury,  which  generates  felfifhnefs.  Scotland  produces  nume¬ 
rous  and  honorable  exceptions  even  in  medicine  ;  and  the  names 
of  Pitcairn  e,  Cruikfiunk,  Si c.  arc  thofe  of  liberal  men. 
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nearly  twenty  years ;  and  which  will  wring  your  heart, 
however  they  may  bring  grill  to  your  mill,  when 
you  have  made  your  preparations  for  curing  them# 

X  am.  Sir, 

With  great  refpefl. 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 
Frith-ftreet,  London*  X.  SWAIN 30M« 

December  l,  ijg6* 


LETTER  II. 

* 

Sir,  - 

Having  introduced  myfelf  to  you,  in  the  bed 
manner  in  my  power,  I  proceed  to  the  proportions 
I  mean  to  difcufs  with  you  : 

I.  That  mercury  is  not  a  remedy,  and  does  not 
effedl  a  cure  in  any  of  the  diforders  wherein  it  is  ad- 
mi  ni  Ire  rel. 

II.  That  the  principal  of  thcfe  diforders  owe  their 
dreadful  notoriety,  their  eftablilhment,  and  their  in- 
creaiing  prevalence,  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  the 
cendudt  of  interefied  medical  dalles  in  the  ufe  of  it. 

III.  That,  as  a  medical,  moral,  and  political  re¬ 
former,  it  feems  t©  be  your  duty,  and  your  intereft, 

to 
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to  commence  your  operations,  by  the  introduction 
cf  a  Materia  Medica  wholly  vegetable. 

On  the  iirffc  propofition,  I  might  addrefs  you  as  a 
man  attached  to  demonftrative  and  philofophical 
proofs ;  and  reft  my  argument  on  the  uniform  de¬ 
terminations  of  nature  or  of  nature’s  God,  refpedl- 
ing  the  limits  and  ufes  of  unorganised  and  organized 
productions,  in  thofe  departments  of  the  globe  called 
its  three  kingdoms. 

No  mode  of  juft  reafoning,  authorifed  by  an  en¬ 
lightened  experience,  will  warrant  the  conclufions 
againft  the  general  rule  of  nature,  that  vegetables  aff 
fixed  to  the  earth  are  to  find  their  fubfiftence  in  health 
and  their  remedies  in  difeafe,  in  the  bofom  of  that 
earth — and  that  animals  detached  from  it,  and  en¬ 
dued  with  different  organs,  find  their  food  and  re¬ 
medies,  either  in  the  vegetable  or  animal  kingdom. 

T  ftrall  not  attempt  to  difeufs  this  queftion  at  large. 
My  bufinefs  is  with  the  fophifms  which  have  been  in¬ 
troduced  into  medicine  to  avoid  rational  conclufions. 

The  chyle,  the  lymph,  and  blood,  are  the  ma¬ 
terials  with  which  the  human  body  is  formed.  Cer¬ 
tain  portions  of  them  having  been  organized  by  a 
procefs,  which  the  imagination  of  a  Darwin  becomes 
puerile  in  guefting  at,  this  chyle,  this  lymph,  and 
this  blood,  are  prepared  from  foods  in  a  fluid  fate, 
to  be  propelled  and  diftributed  through  flexible  tubes 
to  all  parts  of  the  body.  They  are  divided  into  por¬ 
tions  as  the  veffels  branch  off,  and  they  furnifli  the 
repairs  and  increafe  of  the  veffe-s  that  circulate  them. 

In  this  grand  procefs,  minerals  are  excluded.  It 
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is  alledged,  that  iron  Is  fometimes  found  in  the  blood, 
Refemblances  to  all  the  fubftances  in  nature  may 
poffibly  be  found  in  the  animai  fyftem— -  but  they  have 
been  introduced  either  by  injurious  accident,  or  by 
medicine  ;  or  they  have  previoufly  undergone  a  pre¬ 
paratory  procefs  in  vegetable  circulations.' 

To  obviate  the  effeds  of  this  reafoning,  the  very 
few  among  thofe  adminiftering  minerals  in  medicine 
who  can  write,  have  adopted  a  new  theory,  founded 
on  the  late  experiments  in  animal  eledricity ;  and 
they  have  afFeded  to  maintain  the  interefl  of  mine¬ 
rals,  by  the  opinion  that  the  difeafes  are  to  be  found, 
and  the  remedies  direded  to  the  folids  only. 

In  this,  as  in  mod;  cafes,  the  bed  maxim  may  be 

u  In  medio  tutifiimus  ibis.” 

Acrimonies,  however,  all  allow  to  ex  Id  in  the 
fluids ;  whether  they  may  be  the  refult  of  a  feeble  im¬ 
peded  vitiated  fecretion,  by  the  folids,  or  of  miafma 
infection,  or  virus,  circulated  by  the  fluids :  analogy, 
fads,  and  obfervations,  favor  both  tliefe  opinions. 

In  phthifis  pulmonalis,  or  true  confumption,  ^he 
lungs  themfeives  form  an  acrimony  of  a  peculiar  kind. 
In  the  rickets,  the  blood- veflels  intended  to  nourifb 
the  bones,  fecrete  a  folvent  of  the  earth  conflituting 
their  bafls,  and  the  difeafed  lymphatic  glands  pre¬ 
pare  a  fcrophulous  acrimony.— All  lcrophulous  affec¬ 
tions,  fuch  as  fcurf  of  the  head,  eruptions  and  le~ 
profy  of  the  fkin,  indolent  and  phagedenic  fwellings 
terminating  in  cancer  or  the  evil,  are  all  effeds  of 
morbid  humors  elaborated  in  the  lymphatic  fyjlm . 

,  How 
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How  are  tliefe  to  be  aftected  or  remedied  ? — The 
folidiSs  fay,  by  the  ufe  of  minerals  applied  to  Simu- 
late  the  folids. 

This  would  prove  too  much  :  and  would  take  the 
medical  and  profitable  adminiftration  of  minerals  out 
of  their  hands  ;  for  Simulating  lotions  and  unguents, 
frequently  the  difguifed  vehicles  of  mercury,  anti¬ 
mony,  arfenic,  and  lead,  would  put  in  their  claim, 
and  fnatch  the  patient  from  the  phyfician. 

It  is  known,  however,  that  external  application* 
alone,  by  Simulating  the  fur  face,  and  obSrufting  the 
excretions,  are,  in  fuch  cafes,  generally  injurious,  and 
often  fatal.  • 

The  difpofitions  of  the  fecretory  organs  muS  be 
changed«~and  can  it  be  a  queftion,  either  in  reafon  or 
faft,  whether  this  change  be  beS  efFefled  by  the  agi¬ 
tation  or  Simulus  of  a  poifonous  mineral,  “  putting 
nature  to  a  Siift or  by  fupplying  what  is  defec¬ 
tive,  by  furnifhirig  a  vegetable  and  nutritious  Jiimulus 
to  the  chyle,  the  lymph,  and  blood,  which  will  infal¬ 
libly,  by  a  certain  inSind  and  law  of  nature,  carry 
it  to  the  parts  that  need  it. 

The  fympathy  or  intercourse  between  the  folids  and 
the  Suids  of  the  human  body,  is  certainly  of  the  ut- 
moS  importance,  and  defigned  by  nature  for  mutual 
fupport.  In  fome  difeafes,  when  the  machine  cannot 
be  furniSied  in  the  common  way,  the  folids  fupply 
the  deleft  by  returning  what  they  have  received  from 
„  the  fluids,  and  the  animal  becomes  lean. 

The  fluids  feem  to  be  rather  more  the  objefls  of 
our  attention,  certainly  more  atceflible  to  our  reme- 
3  die  i, 
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dies,  than  the  folids.  Medicines,  therefore,  fhould 
generally  and  primarily  affedt  the  fluids  ;  and  any  fti-A 
muli  to  the  folids  be  generally  conveyed  by  thei 
means.  Matter  can  be  divided  only  into  folid  and 
fluid  ;  and  it  is  continually  puffing  from  one  of  thefe 
Aates  into  the  other ;  but  no  fpecies  of  it  can  aflame 
a  folid  form,  without  having  been  fir  A  a  fluid  ;  nor 
can  any  change  take  place  in  a  folid  until  it  be  firfl 
formed  into,  or  fufpended  in,  a  fluid. 

All  living  bodies  are  fubjeft  to  thefe  general  laws. 
A'l  folid  animal  matter  has  been  fluid ;  and  having 
paffed  into  folid  and  veficular  forms,  is  the  recipient 
of  other  fluids,  out  of  which  all  the  folids  are  repair* 
ed,  renovated,  and  increafed. 

All  the  proceffies  for  animalizing  are  made  by 
means  of  vegetable  or  animal  materials,  never  of 
earths,  flones,  orminera  s;  and  reafon  mull  conclude, 
that  all  the  remedies  for  any  defers  in  thofe  proceffies 
muft  be  in  iimilar  materials.  The  proceffies  are 
carried  on  in  the  fanguifercus  and  lymphatic  fyAem  ; 
and,  it  mu  A  be  allowed,  the  adtion  of  that  fyAem  de¬ 
pends  greatly  on  the  Aate  of  the  folids ;  but  the  nu¬ 
tritious  or  medicinal  matters,  fupporting  or  repairing 
thofe  folids,  and  even  Aimulating  them  to  adtion,  art 
contained  in  the  blood,  and  become  effective  by 
caufes  operating  firft  on  that  blood,  and  independent 
of  the  condition  of  the  folids. 

It  is  clearly  demonArable,  that  variations  in  the 
action  of  the  heart  and  arteries  have  been  caufed  by 
variations  in  the  Aate  of  the  blood.  Its  qualities  are 
Hable  to  material  alterations,  accofding  to  alterations 
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of  diet,  8jc,*~-and,  eonfequently,  its  power  of  ilimu- 
lating  mull:  alfo  be  altered.  In  difeafed  old  age,  it 
is  often  deftitute  of  the  proper  matter  of  the  animal 
fibre,  and  fupplies  its  place  with  offeous  or  bony  fub- 
Itance.  Hence  indurations  in  the  val  ves  of  the  heart, 
and  in  the  large  veiTels  that  enter  it,  and  which  might 
be  prevented  by  attention,  and  remedies  for  the  fate 
of  the  blood.  Thefe  remedies,  this  matter  of  the  animal 
fibre,  is  to  be  found,  not,  furely,  in  the  mineral  king¬ 
dom  ;  not  in  mercury,  antimony,  arfenic,  or  lead ; 

% 

not  even  in  iron  or  free!  :  but  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
vegetable  kingdom  which  have  been  overlooked  in 
the  preparation  for  our  diet,  and  which  fhould  be  at¬ 
tentively  examined  as  medicines  to  corredt  the  defe&s 
of  our  food,  and  to  remove  our  difeafes. 

If  this  be  the  clear  and  general  condufiqn  of  rea- 
fon,  it  may  be  afked,  why  the  vegetable  kingdom  has 
been  deferred  for  the  mineral  ?  and  why  fimple,  eafy, 
and  fil'd  ary  preparations  allied  to  our  food,  afiimi- 
I Siting  with  it,  and  corre&ing  its  defeats,  Ihould  be  fu- 
perfeded  by  the  hazardous  and  polfonous  productions 
of  chemiilry  ? 

The  anfver  may  be  made  to  a  fimilar  quefion  in 
any  ufeful  fcrence  or  art.  Its  efforts  have  been  foon 
involved  in  my  Irenes  •»  for  myfteries  aftonifh  the  vul¬ 
gar,  render  them  credulous,  and  the  dupes  of  thofe 
who  would  profit  by  them ;  all  the  fciences  and  arts 
have  had  their  forcerers,  their  conjurers,  their  priells, 

4  , 

an!  medicine  at  this  time  abounds  with  them. 

But  the  ufe  of  minerals  is  faid  to  be  j u {lifted  by  the 
ncreafed  aCUon  bey  are  fuppofed  to  induce  in  the 
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veffels  or  folids  of  the  body,  and  the  powqr  they  con¬ 
fer  on  the  body,  by  that  adlion,  of  throwing  ©if  difcafe. 

This  may  be  Called  TM  Philojbp  y  of  medicinal  Mi¬ 
nerals,  and  particularly  of  mercury.  It  originated 
among  the  {peculations  of  the  Edinburgh  fchool,  and 
owes  its  propagation  and  eltabliiliment  in  England, 
principally,  to  the  late  John  Hunter,  an  ingenious 
and  indefatigable  enquirer ;  but  fond  of  phifofophic 
conceits,  and  not  cleared  of  the  almoft  inevitable  m?- 
fedlion  of  what  I  call  Scoitijb  Pedlafifm. 

In  this  philqfpphy,  ;die  moae  of  cure  may  be  thus 


explained  : 

All  maladies  are  defined  difeafid  actions,  either  of 

the  whole  body,  or  of  particular  parts  :  and  the  me¬ 
thod  of  cure  is  to  induce  or  force  other  and  Wronger 
adiions,  that  may  fufpend  and  obliterate  the  former. 
Thus  mercury,  in  morbid  afFedlions,  either  fcorbutic 
or  venereal,  by  inducing  a  general  and  violent  adhon 
in  the  body,  or  in  fome  of  its  part?,,  may  fufpend  or 
obliterate  the  morbid  aAion  of  the  difeafe. 

This  is  allowing  mercury  all  the  effect  claimed 
for  it  by  its  votaries.  This  is  its  merit ;  this  is  its 
citadel :  and  here  X  mean  at  once  to  attack  it.  Here, 
as  at  their  fource,  1  mean  to  trace  all  the  numerous 
evils  it  has  infl  idled,  and  continues  to  irdidt,  on  the 
human  race. 


But,  hearing  in  imagination  the  retainers  of  the 
profeflion  alternately  whetting  their  knives,  and  clap^ 
ping  their  hands  on  their  pockets ;  hearing  the  cla¬ 
mour  and  menaces  of  their  inveterate  rage,  I  will  give 
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you  and  myfelf  a  little  time  to  breathe,  and  fubfcribe 

myfelf. 

Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 
Frtih-fnet ,  I.  SWAINSON* 

Dec*  4, 


LETTER  III, 

SlR> 

I  RESUME  my  Nation  under  the  citadel  cf  mer¬ 
cury  *  ;  or,  in  plain  language,  I  return  to  develope 
and  expofe  the  philofophical  fophifm,  by  which  i's 
credit  has  been  fupporred. 

I  will  fully  admit,  becaufe  I  have  frequently  feen 
it,  that  the  action  of  mercury  fufpends  and  obliterates 
the  adlion  of  morbid  afFe&ions,  both  in  feurvy  and 
the  venerea  1  difeafe. 

And'  this  is  its  crime  and  injury— -Pretended  cures 
thus  effected,  recur,  if  the  aflion  be  only  fufpended  ; 
and  they  are  faid  to  be  cures  only  when  the  action  is 
obliterated.  But  the  a&ion  is  never  obliterated  by 
mercury,  until  it  has  enervated  the  whole  body  out 

*  It  will  be  feen,  that  in  the  crime  and  injury  of  ufmg  mercury, 
I  involve  the  ufe  of  all  minerals  as  medicines.  But  mercury  is 
the  leading  and  notorious  offender, 

of 
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of  all  fufceptibility -of  a&ion  ;  left  it  in  lingering  and 
ncurable  debility,  or  inflided  on  it  adual  death. 

This  I  lhall  prove  by  fads.  I  am  now  reafoning 
with  a  gentleman  profeiling  an  attention  and  regard 
to  principles. — And  no  genuine  mode  of  reafoning 
will  render  it  probable,  that  the  healthy  adion  of  the 
human  body  can  be  redored,  by  the  increafed  adion 
of  matters  not  only  foreign  to  its  fupport,  but  which 
can  by  r.o  means  be  affimilated  with  the  condituent 
parts  or  that  body. 

The  variations  of  the.  human  health  are  judly  clailed 
under  two  denominations :  thofe  of  decreafed,  and 
thofeof  increafed  adion;  partial  affedions  being  re~ 
ducible  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  circumfhnces. 

The  increafed  actions  are  abated  and  regulated  by 
evacuations,  See.  judiciously  adminiftered  ;  and  the 
decreafed  adion:,  by  dimulants  and  tonics. 

Where  does  fimple  unfophifticated  reafon,  and 
where  fhould  honed  and  well- intending  pbilofophy, 
feek  for  thefe  means?  In  the  vegetable,  or  in. the 
mineral  kingdom  ?  ■  Look  at  all  the  fimple  tribes  of 
America  and  Africa;  read  the  medical  hidories  of 
Alia  :  look  round  the  world,  except  where  a  did- 
honed  and  avaricious  alchymy  has  deeply  tainted  a 
fcience  that  might  otherwife  be  of  great  utility ;  and 
you  will  fee,  that  all  the  good  and  honourable  pur- 
pofes  propofed  by  adminifteriug  minerals,  are  a'nfwer- 
ed,  and  all.  their  horrible  injuries  avoided,  by  the 
life  of  vegetables. 

The  vegetable  kingdom  contains  a  gradation  of 
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ftimuli,  from  the  gentled  and  bland  ell  nounlhmenf, 
to  the  mod  prompt  and  expeditious  poifon. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  owing  to  the  want  of  ftimuli, 
that  minerals  are  preferred,  but  to  a  different  rea- 
fon,  which  I  fnall  difcufs  hereafter.  But,  as  a  chemift, 
you  will  probably  fay,  chemical  refults  from  minerals 
and  vegetables  are  fo  fimilar,  that  they  may  be  in¬ 
discriminately  ufed  and  that  the  effects  are  alfo  fi- 
milar,  with  the  advantage  of  expedition  and  cer¬ 
tainty  on  the  fide  of  minerals. 

lam  not  yet  going  into  fads — I  objed  here  only  to 
the  falfe  reafoning  of  avarice,  from  philofophieal 
experiments ;  a  fruitful  fource,  you  know,  Sir,  of 
profitable  and  prevailing  impofiures. 

I  do  not  difpute,  that  the  chemical  refults  of  mi¬ 
nerals  and  vegetables  are  fimilar  ;  but  if  you  fay  they 
are  the  fame ,  I  will  fix  the  mifiake  on  you,  both  from 
reafon  and  from  fad.  The  vegetable  organization 
being  evidently  deiigned  as  a  chemic  machinery,  to 
prepare  find  principles,  foods,  and  remedies  for  the 
ufe  of  animals,  no  artificial  mode,  no  chemical  in- 
ftruments  yet  invented  by  man  (for  he  has  not  yet 
invented  a  vegetable)  can  give  this  effed,  or  produce 
the  neceffary  alteration,  flight  as  it  may  appear  to  be 
in  fome  cafes.' 

This  reafoning,  clear  and  irrefragable,  accounts 
for  the  difference,  which  I  (hall  fully  ftate  in  prac¬ 
tice,  between  the  effeds  and  confequences  of  the  ufe 
of  minerals  and  vegetables.  I  would  willingly  red 
the  decifion  of  thrs  quefiion  on  a  fair  experiment. 

I  have  a  botanic  garden  at  Twickenham,  which 
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contains  eight  or  ten  thoufand  fpecles  of  plants.  You* 
or  any  man  of  equal  candor  and  character  with  your- 
felf  (for,  I  allure  you,  I  know  confequential  medical 
men,  who  poffefs  neither)  fhall  take  a  patient  for  a  mi¬ 
neral  poifon,  I  will  take  another,  to  whom  I  will  ad- 
minifter,  prepared  before  your  eyes,  and  taken  out  of 
my  garden,  an  acrid  and  deleterious  vegetable.  You 
fhall  apparently  cure  the  diforder,  and  leave  your  pa¬ 
tient  emaciated  and  enervated.  I  will  really  cure  the 
diforder,  and  fend  the  patient  away  in  hrm  and  good 
health  :  and  the  difference  fhall  merely  and  wholly, 
arife  from  a  difference,  to  chemifliy  imperceptible,, 
but  perceptible  to  the  living  fibre,  between  a  vege¬ 
table  and  mineral  poifon. 

We  avoid  the  ufe  of  the  acrid  deleterious  vege¬ 
tables  in  our  food  :  this,  and  the  cuhom  of  over-boil¬ 
ing  the  milder  vegetables,  is  one  of  the  reafons  of 
the  prevalence  of  the  Englifh  land-fcurvy ;  and  not’ 
the  ufe  of  animal  food.  The  Fiench  eat  almoft  all  the 
vegetables  that  grow  in  their  country  ;  they  eat  them 
raw  in  faliads,  or  they  hew  them  in  clofe  vefTels,  fo  as- 
to  prefer  ve  all  their  original  qualities.  The  French, 
in  the  fame  latitude  with  us,  are  hrangers  to  fcurvy  *. 
and  not  being  generally  poifoned,  as  we  are,  by  mer¬ 
cury,  all  the  tribes  of  nervous  and  hypochondriac  dis¬ 
orders  are  unknown  to  them. 

Our  wretched  fellow  fubje&s,  the  Irith,  are  alfo 
free  from  all  fimilar  difo.rders,  for  a  fimilar  reafon* 
The  potatoe,  a  poifonous  plant,  is  their  principal 
food ;  they  eat  it  half  boiled ;  and  they  think 
themfelves  ill  ufed  if,  by  boiling,  the  potatoe  is  de¬ 
prived. 
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prived  of  what  they  call  its  heart.  An  Irifh  pea* 
fant,  if  his  mifery  will  admit  of  the  lame,  {wal¬ 
lows,  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  times  in  a  year,  a 
quantity  of  vegetable  poifon.  equal,  in  chemical  efFeCl, 
to  a  certain  quantity  of  mercury,  and  it  preferves  him 
-healthy,  robufl,  and  cheerful,  plunged  as  he  is  in 
want  and  wretchedness. 

I  beg  you  will- adminifter  daily  a  quantity  of  mer¬ 
cury,  of  equal  power,  for  one  month  only,  to  the  moll 
rebuff:  labourer  at  Clifton;  and  if  you  do  not  reduce 
and  injure  his  health — I  will  permit  you  to  affirm, 
without  contradiction,  that  there  is  no  real,  as  well 
as  no  chemical,  difference  between  mineral  and  vege¬ 
table  poifons ;  and  that  they  may  be  ufed  indiffer¬ 
ently,  according  to  the  convenience  of  the  medical 
praCUtiolier. 

From  this  mode  of  reafoning,  I  deduce  a  clear 
proof  of  my  firft  pofition:  that  mercury  does  not  cure 
the  difeafes  for  which  it.  is  adminiitered. 

I  will  fully  eflablifh  the  affertion  by  faCts ;  but  I 
thought  it  neceffary  to  deprive  the  interefted  vota¬ 
ries  of  this  dreadful  poifon  of  the  fophiflry  they 
derive  frGm  a  pretended  philofophy,  which  has  lately 
been  introduced  into  the  provinces  of  medicine  and 
furgery. 

You  will  fee  that  by  cure,  I  do  not  mean  the 
fufpenfion  or  obliteration  of  one  difeafed  aCiicn  by 
another  difeafed  aCtion  more  powerful  and  violent, 
for  this  is  done  by  mercury ;  but  the  fufpenfion  or  ob¬ 
literation  of  it,  by  the  aCtion  of  a  material  Anted  to 
the  human  frame,  by  a  previous  vegetable  chemiftry 
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@r  elaboration,  and  which  redores  the  health  while 
it  removes  the  difeafe.  This  circumdance  is  the  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  cure. 

The  mineral  poifon,  by  fubftituting,  in  every  de¬ 
gree,  one  difeafed  adion  for  another,  enfeebles  and 
emaciates  the  body;  and,  if  often  repeated,  extin- 
guidies  life. 

The  vegetable  poifon  fubditutes  an  increafed,  but, 
in  its  due  degree,  a  falutary,  adion  for  the  difeafed  -; 
never  injures  by  repetition;  and  redores  and  confirms 
the  general  health. 

I  ihall  detail  fads  to  the  purpofe  of  this  argument, 
in  my  next. 

Believe  me,  Sir, 

Your’s,  with  great  refpcd, 

Frith- ft  net,  X.  SWAINSON, 


LETTER  IV, 
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Si  R, 

\/F  ^ 

xVA  Y  relation  of  fads  may  not  be  as  extensive  as 
it  might  be  rendered,  but  it  may  fave  you  the  trouble 
of  a  great  deal  of  didreding  reading  ;  and  it  will 
prove  my  propofition,  that  mercury  does  not  cure  the 
difeafes  for  which  it  is  adminidered ;  but  only  changes 
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them  for  other,  and  generally  more  deplorable,  dif* 
eafes,  or  occafions  the  fpeedy  death  or  the  patient. 

I  will  not  lead  you  far  back  into  antiquity,  left  the 
effects  be  attributed  to  want  of  fkill. 

Hildonus  gives  two  in  dances  ;  one  of  an  afihinatic 
woman,  who  died  the  lame  day  in  which  fhe  had 
taken  a  tingle  d ofe  of  the  mercurius  vita ;  and  the 
oilier  of  a  lady,  who,  taking  three  grains  of  it,  had 
fuch  violent  vomitings,  cold  fweats,  and  faintings, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  her  life  was  fayed. 

BraJJavolus  gives  an  indance  of  a  patient  who  was 
fmcked  with  mercury,  for  a  difreputable  diforder;  and 
died  in, the  operation. 

Dr .  Harvey  fays,  an  apothecary  gave  three  chil¬ 
dren  each  a  dofe  of  mercurius  dulcis ,  a  common  re¬ 
medy  both  as  a  noftrum,  and  prescription  for  tha 
worms,  and  that  all  three  died  the  fame  day.  He 
likevvife  relates  that  anEnglifn  gentleman,  at  Venice,, 
having  flight  venereal  fymptoms,  had  a  dofe  of  pre¬ 
cipitate  given  him  by  a  furgeon  ;  which  operating 
well,  he  ventured  on  a  fecond,  which  alfo  feemed  to 
anfwer,  but  the  third  fent  him  to  his  grave.  He  alfo 
reives  an  inflance  of  a  man  who  fuflained  a  faiivatloa 
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feven  days,  and  died  the  eighth. 

Dr.  Fuller ,  in  the  Medicina  Gymnailica,  fays,  that 
having  unfortunately  caught  the  itch,  he  wore  a 
mercurial  girdle  to  remove  it  \  which  it  generally  ap¬ 
pears  to  do.  He  was  fpon  feized  with  giddinefs,  and 
with  violent  convulfkns  in  his  hands;  the  uie  of 
which  he  recovered  by  a  courfe  of  medicines,  but  the 
giddinefs  remained  fever al  years* 
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The  fame  writers  give  inftances  of  fpafms,  of  lofs 
of  fight,  hearing,  fmelling,  and  tafte,  trembling’s  and 
palfies,  from  the  fame  caufe  ;  but  I  fhall  notice  thefe 
things  hereafter. 

At  the  head  of  modern  teftimonies  of  the  inefficacy 
of  mercury  (which,  however,  he  fometimes  calls  a 
fpeclfic)  I  will  place  John  Hunter;  a  lingular  man, 
without  education,  but  with  great  .  ingenuity  and  in- 
duflry ;  having,  however,  a  much  higher  reputation 
than  he  deferved.— Being  dead,  I  fhall  the  more  freely 
admit  his  merits,  and  lay  my  hand  as  lightly  as  pof- 
fible  on  his  philo fop hical  affectations  and  infirmities. 
In  anatomical  purfuits  and  adual  experiments,  he  was 
accurate  and  faithful ;  but  his  theoretical  hints  were 
often  feeble  fancies,  which  milled  both  himfelf  and 
his  readers. 

In  page  26  of  the  firfl:  edition  of  his  Treatife  on  the 
Lues,  he  defcribes  fymptoms  as  growing  worfe,  by 
purfuing  the  mercurial  courfe ;  a  new  difpofidon  and 
a  venereal  difpolkion  taking  place  alternately. 

Finding  mercury  frequently  unfuccefsful,  in  page 
70,  he  fays,  **  it  is  a  fpecifc  only  in  fome  forms  of 
the  difeafe.”  Fie  adds,  <s  the  difpofiticn  and  fpecific 
mode  of  aClion  being  deftroyed,  the  poifonous  quality 
of  the  matter  is  alfo  deilroyed.  This  is  the  cure  of 
the  difeafe  but  not  of  its  confequences 

The  Jefuitifm  of  the  above  mode  of  curing  and 
not  curing,  or  of  removing  the  diforder  and  not 
the  evil  of  it,  need  not  be  pointed  out  to  you.v 
He  artfully  confounds  the  old  dofhine  of  poifon 
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in  the  humours,  with  his  own,  of  removing  irritation 
by  greater  irritation,  to  get  himfelf  out  of  a  diffi¬ 
culty. 

In  page  86,  he  fays,  “  a  venereal  difpofition  once 
formed,  is  not  to  be  cured  by  mercury,  but  it  will 
prevent  the  difpofition  from  forming.”  And  yet  he 
afterwards  calls  it  a  fpecific.  The  idea  of  a  fpecific, 
on  his  theory,  is  an  abfurdity. 

The  preparations  of  mercury  act  like  all  the  me¬ 
tallic  preparations,  thofe  of  lead,  copper,  iron,  &c. 
by  increafed  abforption;  but,  like  all  poifons,  they 
may  deftroy  by  exceffive  adtion,  and  they  are  feen  to 
injure  by  what  may  be  called  unnatural  action,  as  the 
mineral  is  deflined  to  ail  on  the  vegetable,  and  the 
vegetable  only  on  the  animal  world. 

In  page  94,  it  is  diftreffing  to  obferve  his  attempts 
to  account  for  the  return  of  the  difordery  after  mer¬ 
cury  has  removed  the  Jymptoms ,  It  is,  and  it  is  not 
venereal ;  and  he  knows  not  what  to  think;  but  any 
reader  may  fee  he  could  not  care  the  venereal  difeafe. 
He  attempts  to  fhelter  this  incapacity  by  difUnguifh- 
ing  between  the  modes  of  action  ;  but  where  I  cure 
the  venereal  or  any  morbid  difeafe  (and  in  the  for¬ 
mer  1  ha  /e  never  yet  failed,  when  the  cafe  was  un- 
der  my  own  direction)  no  drfeafed  modes  of  adfion 
ever  en  ue. 

In  y  ,  ge  175  he  feems  to  think  a  (welling  of  the 
prolate  gland  i-  incurable,  becaufe  mercury  cannot 
cr  •  I  is  or  en  an  obftinate  fymptom  ;  I  have, 
1  -'ays  found  it  yield  to  the  vegetable  fyrup  ; 

but 
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but  that  is  not  the  queflioa  here.  It  is  fufficient 
that  he  admits  mercury  to  be  ineffectual  in  it. 

In  page  226,  he  fays,  “  chancre  and  gonorrhoea 
are  feldom  wholly  venereal.”  This  is  to  ihelter  mer¬ 
cury,  which  does  not  cure  them.  A  curious  fpecihc 
in  the  abftraCt  !  affording  no  remedy  for  many  of  the 
fymptoms. 

In  page  231,  he  fays,  te  chancres,  after  having 
their  venereal  taint  corrected,  often  become  Ji  at  ion  ary, 
and  having  acquired  new  difpofitions,  incteafe  the 
quantity  of  the  difeafe  in  the  part.” — What  a  bleffed 
fpecific  is  mercury  ! 

In  page  331,  he  afferts,  “  that  one  medicine,  even 
mercury,  does  not  cure  all  the  forms  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.”  This  is  a  proof  of  its  inefficacy  :  for  I  find 
no  difference  in  removing  any  of  its  forms. 

*  V 

Pages  332  and  333  fhow  the  entire  uncertainty  and 
inefficacy  of  the  mercurial  pra&ice,  x<  for  the  venereal 
action  may,  to  all  appearance,  be  Hopped,  and  fymp¬ 
toms  difappear,  and  yet  all  appear  again.”  This  is 
a  decifive  teffimony  of  the  inefficacy  of  mercury. 
But  to  render  the  evidence  complete,  he  fays,  in  page 
338,  that  the  courfes  of  mercury  neceffary  in  fomt 
cafes,  would  kill  the  patient. 

Mr.  Hunter  relates  the  following  cafes,  which  are 
irrefragable  proofs  of  the  inefficacy  of  mercury  : 

A  gentleman  had  contracted  a  venereal  injury, 
of  which  he  was  cured ;  but  for  two  years  afterwards 
many  of  the  fymptoms  continued,  and  even  with  con- 
fiderable  violence.” 

“  A  young  woman  continued  two  years  in  the  Mag- 
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dalen  Hofpital.  The  moment  {lie  came  cut,  fhe  was 
picked  up  by  one  who  was  in  waiting  for  her,  and  (he 
gave  him  the  venereal  difeafe.” 

“  A  gentleman  received  the  fame  difeafe,  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  1780,  which  had  difappeared  (by- 
mercury)  by  [the  fir  ft  of  June.  September  firft,  he 
married,  and  communicated  the  difeafe  to  his  wire.” 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  a  practitioner  and  writer 
of  the  iirft  reputation  ac  this  time,  holds  the  fame 
language  with  Mr.  Hunter  : 

<4  No  part,”  fays  he,  1‘  of  the  treatment  of  this 
difeafe  gives  more.diftrefs  to  patients  (he  fliould  alfo 
have  faid  to  practitioners,  who  have  not  loft  their  hu¬ 
manity)  than  the  management  of  the  ulcerated  ftate 
of  buboes,  which,  befides  being  accompanied  with 
much  pain,  is  often  one  of  the  moil  obftinate  fynip- 
torns  of  the  difeafe.  Inftead  of  yielding  to  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  feme  of  this  defeription  become  often  more  ob¬ 
ftinate ,  after  mercury  has  been  employed :  fever  is  apt  to 
take  place,  and  when  the  cooftitution  is  not  very  ro- 
buft,  they  even  femetimes  end  in  the  death  of  the 
patient. 

“  It  often  happens,  that  the  cure  of  thefe  fores 
proves  tedious,  notwithftandrng  all  the  attention  we 
can  give  to  them.  Their  edges  become  hard,  livid, 
and  often  retorted  ;  the  matter  thin,  fharp,  and  foetid; 
and  inftead  of  healing,  the  matter  gradually  extends, 
er  if  it  heals  in  feme  parts,  it  breaks  out  in  others, 
giving  a  honeycomb  appearance  to  all  the  contiguous 
parts.  In  feme  inftances,  the  tendency  to  this  depa- 
fient  kind  often  is  fe  great,  that  it  foon  fpreads  over 
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al!  the  under  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  upper  parts  of 
the  thigh  ;  in  fome  cafes,  by  the  matter  being  fo  acrid 
as  to  corrode  and  deftroy  all  the  contiguous  parts 
with  which  it  comes  in  contact  ;  and  in  others,  by 
fpreading  beneath  the  (kin,  and  bu riling  out,  from 
time  to  time,  in  a  variety  of  final  1  ulcers., 

<f  The  filiation  of  patients,  with  fores  of  this  de- 
feription,  is  often  very  deplorable.  Toe  pain  with 
which  they  are  attended  is  commonly  fevers- ;  he  To 
fever  is  induced,  the  patient  becomes  hot  and  reftlefs 
through  the  night,  and  almoft  a  total  want  of  appetite 
renders  him  foon  much  emaciated.” 

rhefe  are,  1  think,  fu  facie  nit  proofs  of  the  in  effi¬ 
cacy  of  mercury  as  a  medicine  :  for  if  it  fails,  as  it  al¬ 
ways  mu’d,  in  the  venereal  di'eafe,  for  which  it. is  held 
a  fpecide,  there  will  remain  no  doubt  of  its  ineff- 


cacy  in  other  forms  of  morbid  affe&ion,  fuch  asheurvy 
fcrufula,  cancer,  the  king’s  evil,  &c. 

In  all  thefe  cafes,  it  aids  in  the  fame  manner.  If 
its  adtion,  or  irritation,  can  farm  cm  tit  that  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  it  makes  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  difappear, 
by  forcing  the  attention  and  powers  of  the  conftitutipn 
to  the  greater  evil,  the  adt.on  of  mercury. — But  in 
both  cases,  the  addons  are  difeafed,  and  have  no 
tendency  to  health  ;  often  the  combi -union  wavers,  or 
vibrates  between  the  two  difeafed  irritations,  that 


of  the  difeafe  and  that  of  mercury  ;  but  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  can  afford  a  furgeon,  mercury  will  probably  be  fo 
often  rallied,  as  to  er-fure  the  victory  ;  the  irritations 
of  the  difbrder  will  give  way  to  thofe  of  the  mineral, 
aflame  the  form  of  fome  other  difeafe,  and  the  pa¬ 
id  2  .  tler.t 
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dent  either  fuddenly  drop  off  in  an  apoplexy,  or  be¬ 
come  paralytic,  or  Janguiffi  the  remainder  of  a 
wretched  life,  in  an  incurable  atrophy,  or  in  a  cen¬ 
to  motion. 

I  am,  fir. 

Your  humble  fervant 

F  rilhfreet,  Lnvdon ,  I.  SWAINS  ON, 

December  8.  1796. 


JTSAqe.  1  1  ill  I-*  - 

LETT  E  R  V. 

* 

Si  a, 

T 

JL  NOW  proceed  to  my  fecond  propofition,  that  the 
principal  diforders  for  which  mercury  is  adminif- 
tered,  and  the  numerous  claffes  immediately  fpringing 
from  them,  owe  their  efablijbmcnt  arid  increcjh-g  pre¬ 
valence,  to  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and  to  the  eonduSl  of 
interefted,  fordid,  or  mlffaken  practitioners  in  the  ufe 
©f  it. 

I  fay  Interefted  and  fordid  practitioners,  becaufe  I 
would1  riot  fftcck  you,  by  at  once  involving  in  this 
imputation  the  whole  faculty. 

But,  in  the  medical,  as  in  the  theological,  indeed, 
in  every  faculty,  there  is  a  prevailing  fpirit,  fubjeft 
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to  certain  failings,  and  even  crimes,  from  which  ir.2 
dividuals  of  that  faculty,  are  wholly  free. 

When  you  write,  as  you  do  forcibly,  on  the  abufes 
of  political  power,  you  do  not  mean  to  convey  per- 
Tonal  reflections  on  all  who  are  the  fervants  of  that 
power.  Even  the  hero  of  your  fatire  and  reprehen* 
fion,  Mr.  Pitt,  is  the  cbjeCt  of  your  anger  as  a  minij- 
ter,  not  as  a  man. 

In  the  fame  manner,  while  T  animadvert  on  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  profejjwnal  jludy,  and  high professional  honour , 
in  the  medical  faculty  of  Great  Britain,  I  mean  no 
perfonal  reproach,  when  1  do  not  make  a  perfonal  re¬ 
ference. 

I  know  men  of  the  higheft -honour,  as  well  as  of 
the  moil  accomplished  literature,  in  the  profefiion. 
I  know  others,  who  would  twill  the  nofe,  and  pick 
the  pocket,  by  drenching  the  body,  of  the  keenell 
jew  in  Duke’s- Place. 

But,  in  the  mod  honourable  characters,  the  fpirit  of 
the  profefiion  and  the  fpirit  of  the  man  are  often 
held  diftinft;  the  phyfician,  as  a  gentleman,  as  a 
companion,  as  a  friend,  is  a  man  of  fcrupulous  honour 
snd  inflexible  integrity  ;  as  a  practitioner,  he  thinks 
he  muftgo  in  the  beaten  track;  he  mult  adhere  to  the 
pharmacopeia,  he  mult  coofider  the  apothecary’s  bill, 
in  fliort,  he  muft  not  liften  to  the  voice  of  his  own 
mind  ;  or  he  can  never  make  his  fortune. 

This  I  look  upon  as  the  favourable  reprefentation 
of  the  fpirit  of  the  profejjion .  I  will  relate  indances  of 
the  operation  of  that  fpirit,  in  a  fort  of  gradation,  from 
the  mod  favourable,  to  the  mod  illiberal  and  detefiable; 
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and  I  mean  it  as  an  apology  to  you,  for  attributing  to 
the  fordid  avarice  of  certain  individuals,  and  perhaps 
dalles  of  the  faculty,  that  mercury  is  continued  as  a 
medicine,  while  it  undermines  and  ruins  the  con  Hi - 
tutions  of  the  greater  part  of  the  people  of  this 
country. 

A  gentleman  of  extenfive  acquaintance  in  the  li¬ 
beral  profeffion?,  had  a  fuelling  of  the  legs,  which 
a  furgeon  pronounced  to  be  a  dropfy.  He  was  teafed 
and  enfeebled  by  the  medicines  given  him,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which  were  mercurial  pdls,  without  per¬ 
ceiving  any  abatement  of  the  diforder.  He  was  ad" 
vifed  by  an  acquaintance,  to  take  the  exp reffed  juice 
of  artichoke,  and  to  fup  on  flrong  leek  broth.  He 
took  this  advice  with  apparent  benefit;  and  the  in¬ 
formation  being  communicated  to  another  friend,  he 
advifed.  him,  as  vegetable  remedies  feemed  to  fuit  his 
ecnditution,  to  take  the  fvruo  of  De  Velnos.  He 
very  prudently  hesitated,  as  he  know’  nothing  of  the 
medicine  or  its  proprietor-— and  he  lent  for  a  phyji- 
cian,  who  was  alfo  a  friend. 

When  he  had  related  his  cafe,  the  medicines  he  had 
nfed,  and  what  he  was  advifed  to  take,  the  phyiiclan 
afked,  u  Am'  I  to  fpeak  to  you  as  a  ph.yncian,  or  a 
friend  -  As  both— No,”  faid  he,  “  it  mud  be 
politively,  as  the  one  or  the  other.  For  if  I  am  to 
a£l  as  a  phyiician,  give  me  my  fee,  and  a  piece  of 
paper,  ihat  I  may  prefcribe  principally  for  your  apo~ 
thecary ;  if,  as  a  friend,  go  on  as  you  have  been  ad¬ 
vifed,  But  if  I  were  to  write  the  following  pre¬ 
scription:  Take  expreiTed  juice  of  artichoke,  or  the 

iyrup 


(  31  ) 

fyrup  of  De  Velnos— almoil  all  the  apothecaries  in 
town  would  krow  it  in  a  week,  and  in  half  a  year  I 
fhould  find  myieif  deprived  of  a  pradice  in  which  I 
regularly  receive  fix  or  feven  guineas  a  day.” 

The  next  cafe  is  not  fo  favourable:  but  it  hap¬ 
pened  in  m}r  own  knowledge  : 

A  young  lady,  of  great  beauty  and  merit,  was  en* 
fnarea  by  a  man  of  fafhion,  and  dreadfully  difeafedo 
She  went  through  feveral  mercurial  courfes,  under  the 
diredion  of  a  furgeon  of  great  eminence;  if  having 
great  pradice,  and  getting  a  vail  income,  can  give 
eminence ;  and  who  has  fince  procured  honors  to  en¬ 
able  him  to  get  more  money. 

The  mercury,  though  it  bellowed  numerous  difi* 
eafed  adions  on  her  delicate  frame,  xuch  as  fits,  and 
general  tendencies  to-confumption,  could  not  oblite¬ 
rate  the  difeafe.  It  only  transferred  ulcers  irom  the 
parts  fir  ft  affeded,  to  the  legs,  where  they  were 
treated  as  fcrofulous,  or  mercurial  fores;  and  with 
great  difficulty  for  feme  years  preferved  Irom  morti¬ 
fication.  The  only  expedient  left,  in  this  horrid 
pradice,  and  which  probably  would  have  been  re¬ 
ferred  to,  on  a  patient  in  an  hofpital,  was  to  cut  off 
both  her  legs ;  which  would  have  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  a  capital  operation,  to  pradife  the  bloody 
hands,  and  to  fieri  the  bloody  mind,  of  a  young  fur¬ 
geon. 

But  Ihe  had  neither  firength  of  body  or  of  mind 
to  fuffain  it  :  and  the  furgeon,  having  had  a  good 
patient  many  years,  and  not  being  able  to  refill  the 
importunities  of  her  friends  to  fend  for  me,  and  an 
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approaching  gangrene  threading  a  fpecdy  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  bufmefs,  he  yielded,  and  I  attended, 
as  ufual,  when  nothing  more  could  be  done  by  the 
faculty. 

While  I  examined  the  dreadful  condition  of  the 
patient,  and  exprefled  my  hopes  to  reftore  her— I  faw 
a  contemptuous  fneer  pafs  over  the  furgeon’sYace  ; 
which  gradually  gave  way  as  the  cure  advanced,  to 
a  malignant  a  lien  i  dune  nt ;  until  artifice  got  the  bet¬ 
ter,  and  he  affefted  to  participate  in  my  fatisfadiion 
at  the  cure. 

The  bufmefs  occafoned  a  fort  of  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  us ;  and  he  has  frequently  had  bottles  of  my 
medicine  for  his  own  ufe. 

You  may  judge  of  my  afomlhment.  when  men  of 
rank,  clergymen  of  Uriel  veracity,  in  great  numbers* 
have  told  me,  that  on  a&Ing  his  opinion  of  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  having  recourfe  to  it,  in  cafes  eluding 
his  fkill,  he  has  always  either  politively  declared,. 

he  knew  nothing  of  it”— or  u.  that  it  was  a  prepa¬ 
ration  of  no  efficacy,  and  good  for  nothing.” 

Knowing  faffs  of  this  difhonourabie  nature  which 
would  fill  a  volume — you  will  not  think  me  uncan- 
did,  if  I  go  farther,  and  declare  my  opinion,  from 
faffs  which  may  be  deemed  imperfefl,  but  which 
leave  no  doubt  on  my  own  mind ;  a  great  por¬ 
tion  of  the  faculty  mull  know,  that  by  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury,  they  create  and  multiply  difeafes,  and  that 
many  continue  the  praflice  to  promote  their  own  ad¬ 
vantage. 

At  this  charge,  the  fpirit  ©f  the  profelBon  may  re¬ 
volt 
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volt  in  you  ;  and  you  may  even  affirm,  that  fuch  deli¬ 
berate  villainy  is  not  to  be  charged  on  human  na¬ 
ture. 

You  forget  that  as  a  politician,  you  fcruple  not  to 
charge  fimilar  villainies  on  rniniilers  and  their  crea¬ 
tures. — What  is  there  in  the  nature  or  education  of  a 
furgeon  or  of  a  phyiician,  precluding  the  admiffion 
of  iimilar  difpolitions  ? — Is  it,  that  he  is  early  train¬ 
ed  to  the  fight  and  to  the  infliction  of  pain?  Is  it, 
that  he  is  taught  to  afpire  to  excellence  in  operations, 
and  eagerly  to  leek  all  opportunities  to  perform 
them  ?  Is  it,  that  the  general  tendency  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  hofpitals,  the  places  of  his  real  education,  is 
to  furnifh  fubjeCts  for  operations  ?  It  is  commonly 
thought,  the  laws  preclude  furgeons  as  well  as  but¬ 
chers  from  juries:  is  it  from  a  prefumption  that  edu¬ 
cation  and  praClice  may  render  them  cruel? — and 
where  is  the  partition  between  cruelty  and  any  con¬ 
duct  that  may  ferve  their  intereft,  or  make  their  for¬ 
tune  ?  I,  therefore,  am  led  to  conclude,  from  obfer- 
vation,  and  from  very  fufpicious  fads — that  the  uleof 
mercury  is  continued  in  the  general  praClice,  for  ve¬ 
nereal  and  fcrofulous  diforders,  not  from  an  opinion  of 
its  efficacy  in'  the  more  fagacious  practitioners,  but 
generally  from  the  aftoni filing  emolument  that  occurs 
by  its  happy  faculty  (happy  only  to  the  practitioner) 
of  making  fympcoms  difappea-,  while  it  may  give  to 
the  difeafe,  in  fome  new  form,  a  full  pofleffion  of  the 
whole  confutation. 

A  child,  not  whoNy  taken  from  the  break,  having 
the  cuftomary  inconveniences  of  teething,  was  afFeCIed 
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with  an  obftinafce  coitiverefs.  A  burgeon  was  bent  for, 
who  boon  removed  the  coftivenefs  by  the  calomel 
pill !  !  The  other  fymptoms  of  teething  gave  way  onN 
the,  appearance  of  teeth  ;  but  the  bowels  were  irre¬ 
gular  ;  and  the  child  was  feized  by  eonvulhons.  The 
apothecary  attended  three  months,  without  fucceed- 
ing  againll  the  convullions  ;  when  a  phyfician  was 
.called  in,  who  was  told  the  child  had  convullions, 
and  no  more ;  and  he  prescribed  and  vifited  three 
months,  and  the  child  died* 

I  need  not  calculate  to  you,  the  expence— -not  much, 
ihort  of  a  hundred  pounds— but  I  affirm,  it  was  To  much 
profit  to  the  burgeon  and  phyfician,  wholly  produced 
by  the  calomel  pill.— I  alfo  affirm,  if  the  coftivenefs 
had  been  removed  by  a  vegetable  purgative,  no 
fuch  profit  would  have  accrued  y^andthe  child  * wjuld 
hci've  been  fa<vcd* 

This,  fir,  in  the  eye  of  reafon  and  humanity,  is 
nothing  lefs  than  indirect  murder — -and  it  is  commit- 
ted  on  great  numbers  in  this  town  yearly. 

Confider,  hr,  that  the  general  remedy  for  worms, 
is  the  calomel  pill ;  that  a!  mo  It  all  children  are 
afflicted  with  worms ;  and  every  family  above  that 
of  a  fcavenger  and  chimney-fweeper,  has  its  apothe¬ 
cary.  The  calomel- pill  is  the  common  purge,  not 
only  in  general  di borders,  but  in  incidental  coftive- 
nefs.  In  the  fuppreffion  of  the  rnenfes,  mercury  is 
given  plentifully ;  in  rheumatifm,*  dropfy,  and  in  ail 
the  numerous  branches  of  feurvy  and  fcrofula.— -And 
all  the  pills  and  drops,  adver fifed  by  quacks,  are 
mercurial,  fuitimonta!,  arfenical,  &c.  of  which  thou¬ 
sands 
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lands  of  boxes  and  bottles  are  fold  daily,  Hence  the 
universal  prevalence  of  nervous  and  hypochondriac 
diforders.  Hence  the  melancholy  debilities  which 
have  given  a  new  charafter  to  the  difeafes  of  the  pre- 
fent  times,  and  rendered  the  general  practice  of 
phyfic,  and  of  prefcribing  furgery,  amyflerious,  artful, 
often  ineffectual,  but  always  a  profitable,  purfuit. 

In  the  management  of  wounds  and  ulcers,  as  well 
as  in  the  admmiftration  of  drugs,  all  the  medical 
votaries  of  Apollo  do  not  forget  that  the  unprincipled 
god  claimed  the  privilege  of  in  flitting  as  well  as  curing 
difeafes. 

I  have  recorded  a  cure  in  one  of  my  Treatifes, 
of  an  ulcerated  leg,  which  the  furgeon  Teemed  to 
have  intended  as  an  annuity  to  him  during  the  life 
of  the  patient,  which  might  not  have  been  many  years 
fhortened  by  an  ulcer  properly  managed.  When  I 
was  fent  for,  the  furgeon  in  a  rage  brought  in  an 
enormous  bill.  The  patient  carried  the  bufirefs  into 
court,  when  the  E  feu  1  apian  depredator  was  very 
roughly  treated,  and  his  bill  dreadfully  curtailed. 

I  was  very  lately  called  in  to  a  reputable  tradefman 
in  a  Hamlet  near  Town,  whofe  r  ofe  had  been  inflamed 
only  by  a  little  Mure  in  one  of  the  noflrtls.  His  fa¬ 
mily- furgeon,  who  had  condefcended  to  fee  him  but 
once,  had  phy licked  and  plaflered  him,  to  the  amount 
of  fifty  five  or  fixty  pounds,  in  half  a  year  ;  and  left 
him  in  a  much  worfe  co-ndit'on  than  he  found  him. 
He  was  fo  weakened  by  mercurials,  that  fwellings 
took  place  in  the  ancles  and  knees,  of  an  unpro- 
mifing  nature. 
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In  this  fituation  he  was  marked  by  fome  of  thofe 
perfons  who  are  to  be  found  in  every  di, drift,  con- 
nefted  with  a  celebrated  water-doftor-— if  it  be  not  a 
prostitution  even  of  a  diploma  from  a  decayed  Uni- 
verlity,-to  enable  fuch  a  dealer  in  German  horfe  me¬ 
dicines  to  drench  the  credulous  out  of  their  health 
and  money,  under  the  appellation  of  doftor. 

Among  other  dreadful  medicines,  he  gave  him  the 
turbith  mineral,  as  a  dernutatory.  This  inflamed  the 
upper  lip,  the  nofe,  and  the  foft  parts  beneath  the 
eyes ;  and  produced  phagedenic  ulcers,  which  a  very 
ingenious  phylician  pronounced  cancerous. — I  fliall 
not  relate  the  efleft  of  my  own  medicine,  as  I  have 
already  told  you,  it  is  not  here  my  ohjeft. 

The  extreme  dejeftion  into  which  the  patient  was 
reduced,  had  engaged  the  fympathy  of  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  where  he  feems  much  refpefted  :  and  the 
news  of  the  probability  of  his  recovery,  occafloned 
what  is  called  a  great  noife.  The  neighbouring  fur- 
geons  were  alarmed ;  but  affefted  the  greatefl  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  rumor,  alluring  their  patients,  as  they 
carried  to  and  collefted  from  them  the  tattle  of  the 
day,  that  the  recovery  was  impoflible,  and  the  man 
mud  die. 

Communicating,  as  they  always  do,  my  incurflon 
into  their  territory,  to  their  brethren  in  town,  the 
poor  mam  was  not  only  teafed  by  difeouraging  and 
alarming  meflages,  but  abfolutely  vifited  by  a  medi¬ 
cal  dranger,  who  very  importunately  begged  to  re¬ 
move  the  dreflings,  and  t«  fee  the  face* 
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He  exclaimed,  with  fome  adonilhment,  “  It  looks 
well!  ” — The  granulations  were  evidently  taking  place, 
and  the  corrofion  cf  the  humor  checked.  “  Will  you,” 
fiaid  he,  “  permit  me  to  drefs  it  ?”  i:  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you,”  faid  the  patient ;  “  I  am  perfeCtiy 
fatisfied  with  the  hands  I  am  in.”  “  Sir,”  faid  he, 

“  I  am  a  furgeon  ;  Mr.  Swainfonis  not.  I  will  drefs 
you  for  nothing,  if  you  will  permit  me  l” — This  he 
pronounced  with  great  earnednefs,  alarming  indead. 

•-  A 

of  encouraging  the  patient ;  who,  however,  peremp¬ 
torily  redded  all  his  importunities. 

But  you  will  fay,  as  1  do,  why  thefe  importuni¬ 
ties,  to  drefs  a  man  for  nothing,  who  did  not  fo  icit 
or  want  his  charity  ;  and  who  was  willing  and  able  to 
pay  for  all  the  alMance  he  wanted  ?  On  meeting  me, 
he  expoffulated,  that  I  called  in  a  phyfician  and  not  a  , 
furgeon.,  I  always  call  in  a  phyfician,  in  cafes  of 
danger,  as  well  to  juftify  my  proceedings,  as  to  obtain 
a fli dance,  where  the  patient  has  collateral  ailments, 
or  where,  as  in  this  cafe,  great  defpondency  and  wart 
of  red  require  particular  treatment— -and  I  acknow¬ 
ledge  I  have  found  great  account  in  thus  calling  in 
a  phyfician,  particularly  the  able  and  candid  gentle¬ 
man  who  alSded  on  this  occafion. 

If  this'  importunately  charitable  furgeon  had  onct 
d  reded  the  face  with  arfenic,  the  prefent  fafnionable 
dr e ding,  he  might  probably  have  put  it  out  of  the 
powTer  of  medicine  to  cure  and  recover  the  patient ; 
which  was,  however,  happily  efFefted,  notwithdand- 
ing  his  podtive  predictions  of  my  defeat  and  failure, 
i  fhall  tire  you  with  thefe  tales :  extraordinary  as 
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they  may  be,  they  prove  to  me  an  interefled  plan,  aid 
defign  in  members  of  the  faculty.  But  as  you  may 
fti]|  be  difnclined  to  condemn,  I  mud  proceed  to 
plainer  evidence,  and  condemn  their  conduit,  as  I 
ftiali  in  my  next,  from  the  mouths  of  their  own 
brethren. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  fervant, 

L  SWAIN  SON. 

Trhh -peel,  London , 

December  io,  1796. 


LETTER  VI. 


Sir, 

1  MEAN,  in  this  Letter,  to  prove  the  guilt  of 
members  of  the  faculty,  by  fair  deductions,  from  the 
writings  of  medical  men.  You  are  not  to  underhand, 
that  I  wifh  to  charge  th’s  guilt  on  the  whole  pro- 
fefficn;  or  even  to  hx  it  on  thofe  perfons  whofe 
names  and  writings  I  make  ule  of. 

Though,  to  my  mind,  nothing  can  exceed  the 
absurdity  w  hich  pe;  vades  the  writings  of  J  dm  Hunter, 
refpe&ing  mercury-— where  be  often  pionounces  it  a 
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fpecific,  while  he  gives  very  numerous  inilances  of  its 
inefFicacy  and  injury— yet  the  very  abfurdity  may  be 
a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  the  opinions  of  the  writer. 

The  bed  abilities  are  wonderfully  limited  ;  and  the 
art  of  reafoning,  beyond  the  ftridt  comparifon  of 
anatomical  faffs,  was  not  among  the  talents  of  Mr. 
Hunter. 

To  do  juft  ice  to  my  prefent  argument,  I  muftkad 
you  into  a  fubjedf  which  phyficians  aftecf  to  avaid«~« 
fome,  becaufe  they  are  content  with  the  evil  fruits  of 
it — feme,  becaufe,  at  its  reputed’hrif  introdudlion,  it 
was  chaffed  among  thofe  loathfome  diforders  which 
phyficians  fhould  fhun— I  mean  the  venereal  difeafe — 
And  1  will  remonflrate  with  the  higher  clafTes  of  the 
profeiHon,  on  this  fubjedt,  through  you. 

Surely,  at  this  time,  the  improbable  introduffion 
of  it  from  America,  is  net  credited  ;  nor  is  the  crime 
of  it,  at  leaff  of  its  origin,  fairly  considered,  mere 
than  that  of  being  infedted  by  the  itch,  the  feurvy,  or 
the  fcrofula  ;  which  are  difeafes  of  the  fame  family, 
and -often  communicated  and  propagated  in  a  fimilar 
manner.  * 

If,  having  a.fcrofulous  pimple,  you  rub  or  fcratch 
it,  and  in  the  aft  injure  the  neighbouring  fkin,  you 
fpread  and  propagate  the  difeafe.  If  the  matter  of 
this  pimple  fhould  by  accident  come  in  contadi  with 
the  inflamed  or  excoriated  p  rts  of  the  body  of  an¬ 
other  perfon,  the  difeafe  may  be  communicated. 

The  venereal  difeafe— a  fpecies  of  fcrofula,  has 
probably  had  a  fimilar  origin — and  it  has  ever  pre¬ 
vailed,  under  various  denominations,  among  man- 
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kind.  It  a /Tunied  a  fpecific  character,  when  the  in¬ 
fection  had  taken  place,  and  was  rapidly  communi¬ 
cated,  by  dalles  of  unfortunate  beings,  who  lived  by 
promifcuous  love. 

It  is  probably  the  running  iflue  of  the  flefli  *  of 
the  Hebrews,  the  Lepra  of  the  Aiabians,  and  the 
Elephantiafis  of  the  Greeks.  It  is,  and  fince  the 
introduction  cf  mercury,  ever  has  been,  the  oppro¬ 
brium  of  the  medics!  profefllon  ;  the  terror  of  the 
votaries  of  love;  the  dreadful  punifhment  of  licen¬ 
tious  p’eafir e ;  and  when  aflifted,  as  it  is,  inflead  of 
being  cured,  by  mercury,  it  is  the  eaufe  of  more  than 
half  the  diforders  which  at  this  time  kfed  the  Englilh 
ration. 

But,  to  dwell  a  little  longer  on  its  nature  and  ori¬ 
gin  ;  how  do  you  underfland  Hippocrates— de  Ulceri- 
bus;  c.  9,  &  de  Mulieribus,  c.  77,  when  he  fpeaks 
of  nofes  fal’ing  in,  palates  rotting,  hair  falling  off, 
&c.  ?  And  the  younger  Pliny  relates  the  tragic  fate 
of  a  man  and  Ids  wife,  who  had  generated  a  loath- 
feme  aiforder,  without  communication  with  others ; 
and  who,  in  defpondence,  threw  themfelves  into  the 
fea. 

The  aiforder  probably  was  the  venereal  difeafe* 
which  is  a  virus  produced  by  inflaming,  excoriating, 
and  wounding  certain  parts,  fufeeptib’e  of  the  higheft 
irritability  ;  participating  of  the  nature  of  the  virus 
of  fcrofula,  tenia,  and  leprofy  ;  frit  occasioned  by 

*  See  Geddes  on  the  xvth  of  Levticus,  who  ufes  the  word 
gonorrhoea, 

accident. 
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accident,  violence,  or  injury,  and  which  being  ge¬ 
nerated,  becomes  infectious  by  the  touch. 

It  has  appeared  to  be  more  infectious  than  fcrofuja  ; 
it  bears  not  the  name  venereal,  but  when  communi¬ 
cated  in  the  fervice  of  Venus,  and  it  is  not  fo  eafily 
avoided  as  fcrofula  may  be  in  parts  not  impelled  into 
union  :  the  paffions  not  urging  us  off  our  guard,  or 
over-coming  our  fufpicion  on  other  occafions  of  con- 
ta<5h 

I  difpute  the  myfterious  nature  of  this  difeafe,  be¬ 
cause  myflery  in  a  profeflion  is  the  fource  of  im¬ 
ped  ure.  And  the  difeafe  being  reprefented  as  a  fubtle 
unconquerable  poifon,  communicated  only  by  infec¬ 
tion,  and  to  be  fubdued  only  by  the  profejjional  man¬ 
ner  of  managing  another  poifon,  little  fhort  of  con¬ 
juration,  patients  are  alarmed,  and  frightened  into 
the  hands  of  preferibing  furgeons ,  like  filly  birds  into 
the  jaws  o.r  rattle-fnakes,  and  fometimes  meet  not 
fo  tolerable  a  fate.  Whereas,  if  the  nature  and 
or  gin  of  the  venereal  difeafe  were  fairly  and  honedly 
explained,  to  be  the  consequence  of  an  injury  in 
part'  of  exquifite  irritability,  inflaming,  feiiering, 
and  producing,  as  in  all  flmilar  parts,  under  fimilar 
accidents,  acrimonious,  corroding,  and  infectious 
virus ;  a  rational  method  of  relief  and  cure  would 
be  devifed,  without  going  out  of  the  province  limited 
to  man,  in  fearch  of  his  food  and  medicine,  and 
without  having  recourfe  to  the  lying  miracles  of  ehe- 
miflry  and  furgery,  inferior  in  no  refpeft  to  thofe  fo 
much  decried  by  you  in  the  regions  of  fuperflition 
and  priefleraft. 

,  '  E  3 
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1  therefore  affirm,  fir,  from  a  more  extensive  ex* 
perience  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe,  m  a  period 
cf  fifteen  years,  than  any  man  in  this  country,  it  is 
not  a  poifon,  fui  generis ,  and  foreign  to  the  human 
conIHtution ;  that  it  may  be  produced  in  the  mod 
chads  and  legitimate  connexions,  and  that  promifcu- 
cus  commerce  and  iafeXitm,  though  they  continue 
and  multiply  it,  are  not  neceflary  to  its  production. 

Away  with  myftery  and  impodure,  fir,  in  phyfc 
as  well  as  in  other  provinces — and  of  courfe,  away 
with  the  incomprehenfible  and  miraculous  fpeciiic. 

The  limpleand  confcientious  ancients  did  not  med¬ 
dle  with  mercury.  It  is  not  mentioned  by  Hippo¬ 
crates  and  Galen  ;  not  even  in  directions  for  outward 
applications 

It  was  not  until  Alchemy  had  puzzled  and  milled 
the  human  underftanding,  that  mercury  was  cons¬ 
idered,  ffift  as  the  great  inftrument  for  the  tranfmuta- 
tion  of  metals ;  and  failing  in  that  ohjeCt,  or  rather 
detected  in  its  pretenlions,  its  impoftures  were  trans¬ 
ferred  to  certain  provinces  of  medicine. 

Vigo,  a  Genoefe,  and  Jacob  Carpus,  a  furgeon/ 
Jed  the  way  in  the  dreadful  experiment ;  but  though 
It  has  really,  by  tranfmuting  diforders,  turned 
every  thing  into  gold  for  a  particular  fet  of  furgeons, 
its  effeXs  have  ever  been  fo  fufpicious.,  that  the  phy« 
ficiar.s  have  kept  aloof;  and  the  difeafe,  and  its  pre¬ 
tended  remedy,  have  been  fuffered  to  fpread  their 
ravages  principally  under  the  direXion,  and  for  the 
benefit,  of  fucb  furgeons • 

They  are  at  this  time  the  general  fources  of  that 

nervous 
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tiervous  debility  which  is  the  character  of  the  moil 
prevailing  diforders;  and  which  affebfo  the  mind  as 
well  as  the  body.  That  debility  is  propagated  from 
cne  generation  to  another ;  and  it  will  be  increafed 
as  thefe  caafes  continue  to  be  applied. 

But  let  us  hear  fome  of  thefe  preferring  furgeons 
themfelves  :  Dr.  Swediaur  * ,  who  is  amo^g  the  molt 
celebrated  of  modern  prablitioners — lays  it  down  as 
a  pollu latum,  t!  The  patient  whom  we  undertake  to 
cure  of  the  lues  mull  havn  Jjjicient  Jtren&th9  to  bear 
the.  ufe  of  mercury  ;  an^1  m  i  ner  be  affebted  with  any 
nervous,  hebtic,  or  inflammatory  fevers;  nor  with 
fea-feurvy,  cancerous  complaints,  or  gangrenous 
ulcers.  In  all  thefe  Cafes,  I  have  obferved  mercury 
not  only  prove  hurtful,  Hut,  in  fome  Irflrances,  where 
its  ufe  has  been  infifted  upon,  even  fatal  to  the 
patient. 5> 

The  doblor,  though  an  ingenious  man,  and  of  great 
prabiice,  had  not  probably  time  to  difeover  the  reafon 
of  his  own  fabls. 

The  ablion  of  mercury  is  of  fuch  violence,  that 
it  immediately  changes  the  general  affeblions  of  the 
body,  whether  they  be  healthy  or  unhealthy,  and 
by  either  producing  or  increafing  the  general  debi¬ 
lity,  it  produces  or  increafes  all  thole  d  t'orders  which 
the  doblor  fays  the  patient  {houid  not  be  afflicted  with, 
if  he  hope  to  be  cured  by  mercury  ;  though  mercury 
be  the  fuppofed  remedy  even  for  thofe  diforders. 

*  Page  365. 
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If  the  doctor  had  been  obliged  to  reafon,  he 
would  have  found  himfelf  in  a  labyrinth— -but  he 
feems  content  to  relate  facts. 

He  fays  *,  “To  flop,  or  even  to  moderate,  a  falr- 
vatlon,  once  begun,  is,  in  many  cafes,  more  eah’y 
laid  than  accomplifked.  This  is  often  entirely  tut  of 
eur  pomser.  I  have  feen,  more  than  once,  patients 
carried  off  by  falivation,  their  Itrength  being  totally 
exhauftfcd,  before  it  coaid  be  lejfened  and  fioppedby 
any  remedy  whatfoever.  Others,  who  did  rot  fink 
entirely  under  it,  remained  languid  for  months  and  years', 
and  feveral  I  have  feen  die,  on  a  confumpiion  being 
Irougiji  on ,  by  fuch  a  courfe.” 

But  the  great  hero  in  this  field  is  John  Hunter  ;  for 
he  carries  a  fmattering  of  theoretic  philolopby  in  one 
hand  and  practice  in  the  other ;  and  by  a  Height,, 
fubliitutes  one  for  the  other,  fo  as  to  perplex  a  reader 
who  is  not  well  on  his  guard. 

As  an  excufe  for  the  inefricacy  of  mercury  ;  and 
for  the  aggravated  appearances  of  other  diforders, 
during  the  courfe  of  it  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  he 
affirms  u  We  feldom  have  a  conftitution  lo  free 
from  difeafe  as  to  be  capable  of  taking  on  the  vene¬ 
real  action  limply  by  itfelf.”  Yet  the  principle  of 
his  theory  is,  that  the  coniiitution  is  iufcepubie  ofxme 
adtion  only. 

Iti  page  280,  he  fays,  “  It  fometimes  happens,  that 
thofe  fores  when  lofing  or  entirely  deprived  of  the 
venereal  difpofuion,  form  into  fores  of  another  kind 

.  j 
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and  mcfi  probably  of  various  kinds.  How  far  it  is  a 
difeafe  arftng  from  a  ‘venereal  taint,  and  the  effsffs  of  a 
mercurial  courfe,  jointly ,  is  not  certain  ;  but  moft  pro- 
bably  theft  two  have  fame  fare  in  forming  the  difeaftft f 

In  page  303,  we  find  him  exprefsly  allowing  that, 
in  the  mercurial  practice,  “  the  difeafe  partakes  of  the 
nature  cf  fuch  diforders  as  the  confutation  was  dif- 
pofed  to  previously  ;  and  may  put  into  action  the  caufes 
of  fuch  diforders. 5 5 — He  cooly  relates  the  following 
cafe,  where  the  mercury,  not  the  difeafe,  killed  the 
patient;  A  poor  woman  had  undergone  repeated 
fa U radons,  which  had  always  relieved  the  moft  p reding 
fy  nip  to  ms  ;  but  after  being  afHifled,  more  or  lefs,  for 
three  or  four  years,  ulcers  broke  out  in  her  nofe,  and 
all  oyer  her  face,  with  what  is  called  a  true  cancerous 
appearance.  The  fores  became  foon  very  deep,  and 
gave  confiderable  pain.  She  loll  her  nofe  and  ons 
fide  of  her  mouth.  The  difeafe  returned  with  re¬ 
doubled  violence,  and  fhon  deftroyed  her.” 

Now,  fir!  how  would  you  reaibn  on  this  cafe  ? 
And  what  would  you  determine  to  be  the  caufe  of 
the  cancer?  I  will  not  fuppofe  you  uncandid,  or  fo 
little  of  a  philofpher,  as  to  believe  in  conftitiuional 
feeds  of  dileafe.  The  irritation  of  the  mercurial 
poifon,  when  it  does  not  kill,  debilitates  ;  and  that 
debility  commutes  the  difeafed  action  of  the  fkft  com¬ 
plaint  for  another,  more  or  lefs  deplorable,  according 
to  the  degree  of  the  unnatural  irritation.  If  it  af- 
fecls  the  glands,  it  produces  fcrofula,  cancer,  or  tha 
evil;  if  the  lungs,  confumption,  afthma,  &c. 
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To  illu&rate  my  opinion,  I  will  requefl  you  to  make 
your  own  inferences  from  another  teftimony,  that  of 
Howard,  a  furgeon  cf  confiderable  eminence  and 
pradlice.  “  I  was  called,”  fays  he,  ^  to  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  an  ahfcefs  near  the  feat.  He  had, 
befides  this,  one  of  the  moil  rank  venereal  eruptions 
I  had  ever  feen.  1  found  he  had  been  unhealthy  for 
many' years  ;  about  eight  years  previous  to  his  pre- 
fent  illnefs,  he  had  a  chancre  and  bubo,  which  was 
the  lad  time  he  had  been  injured,  and  of  thefs  fymp- 
toms  he  fuppofed  he  had  been  perfectly  cured.  Some 
months  after  this  cure ,  he  felt  what  he  had  never  be¬ 
fore  experienced,  rheumatic  pains .  About  two  years 

from  this  infe&ion,  he  was  fudderrly  feized  with  an 

■  * 

inf  animation  of  one  of  his  eyes,  which  gave  wav  to  the 
ufua!  Remedies  but  when  the  inflammation  went  off, 
he  found,  to  his  unfpeakable  concern,  that  he  had  to¬ 
tally  lef  the  fght  of  that  eye  ;  he  faid,  he  had  been  deaf 
cf  one  ear  for  feme  time,  and  that  the  eruption  which 
I  then  faw  on  his  body,  had  come  on  fuddenly  during 
his  prefent  illnefs. ” 

Here  the  poifon  has  been  as  prolific  in  evil?,  for 
the  various  employments  of  the  faculty,  as  could  well 
be  de fired,  without 'killing  the  patient,  which. is  not 
always  to  be  de  fired,  except  by  the  undertaker. 

Mr.  Howard  proceeds  to  reafem,  not  as  I  fh-all* 
not,  I  hope,  as  you  will,  reafon. 

“  Having  compared  this  man’s  account  of  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  his  eyes,  with  fome  others  of  the  fame 
kind  lince  feen,  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  having  beea 
venereal.  The  pains  he  called  rheumatifm,  fo  long 

before 


(  47  ) 


bef  rc  tbe  appearance  of  this  inflammation,  were 

proba  k  ly  v  e  u  e  re  al  a  Li  o . ” 

Way,  on  this  rrafo,  ing,  did  he  not  apply  the  grand 
fpemfic,  mercury? — No — he  durft  not  The  man 
had  undergone  repeared  coupes;  and  in  confequence 
of  its  poifonous  and  debilitating  efFe*ds,  he  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  iheumatifm,  and  had  loll  his  fight  and  hear¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Howard  concluded,  with  juit  Humanity, 
that  the  quantity  of  mercury  necedary  to  cure,  would 
probably  kill-  him  ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  him 
to  the  difeafes  which  are  the  common  legacies  of  the 
mineral  fpecific. 

In  all  ferious  and  important  cafes,  the  difciples  of 
the  Hunterian  fchool  appear  to  me  clearly  to  repre- 
fent  the  chance  of  being  cured  or  killed  by  mercury 
as  equal  ;  and  the  hopes -of  their  patients  feem  to  be 
like  thofe  of  the  man,  in  a  courfe  of  experiments  to 
live  without  food,,  who  died  at  the  moment  he  thought 
he  had  accomplifhed  it. 

Mr.  Howard,  whom  I  do  not  mean  to  reprefen t  as 
having  any  unbecoming  intention,  or  view,  adds^ 
u  a  young  gentleman,  who  had  been  for  fome  years 
afFe&ed  (he  does  not  fay  how  often  cured ,  which 
would  be  the  mod  important  information ;  for  the 
cure  is  the  misfortune)  was  attacked  with  a  venereal 
ulceration  of  the  nofe  and  face.  Means  were  em¬ 
ployed  for  his  cure.  The  perfons  under  whofe  care 
he  had  been,  juppofed  him  well ;  but  in  about  thirteen 
months,  the  fymptoms  returned  with  mere  violence  than 
ever ;  the  ulcerations  were,  to  ihehighejl  degree^  malig¬ 
nant,  and  hourly  doing  irreparable  injury  among  the 
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bones  of  the  nofe  and  palate,  &c.  He  was  exceedingly 
emaciated,  and  inclined  to  be  he£Uc.  The  mod  ju¬ 
dicious  means  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  ulceration 
and  putrefactions,  were  uied  without  effeCl.  The 
difeafe  continued  to  make  its  ravage?,  in  fpite  of 
every  thing  that  was  done,  till  it  deftroyed  him  ; 
dctith  taking  place  before  his  mouth  could  be  properly 
offend”  ; 

This  feems  to  me  exactly  the  counterpart  of  the 
ca  e  of  the  man  who  would  have  lived  without  food* 
if  death  had  not  prevented  him. 

Mr.  Howard  is  a  man  of  charaCler— and  I  mean  to 
charge  nothing  On  him  but  falfe  reafning.  The  pa¬ 
tient  had  undergone  feveral  courfes  of  Mercury.  Every 
couife  had  left  him  weaker,  and  fcrofulous  fymptoms 
became  more  and  more  dreadful,  in  confequence  of 
the  operation  of  mercury.  How  great  mud  be  the 
force  of  prejudice,  to  induce  a  man  of  his  good  fenfe 
to  hope  for  relief,  by  a  repetition  of  the  caufe  of  the 
injury ! 

But  Mr.  Hunter  diredlly  affirms,  (C  We  find  that 
new  dfcafes  arife  from  mercury  alone.  The  tonfils 
fhall  fwell  where  no  venereal  difeafe  has  been  before. 
The  periodeum  fnali  thicken  ;  and  alfo,  probably,  the 
bones,  and  the  parts  over  them,  fhall  become  (Edema¬ 
tous?  and  lore  to  the  touch,” 

Mr.  Foot,  fays,  “  I  fhall  relate  what  I  underhand 
to  be  the  effects  of  the  poifon  of  mercury  upon  the 
confiitution.  They  are  an  acceleration  of  the  pulfe 
from  a  putrefeent  diathefis,  an  univerfal  proferation  of 
hrength,  a  giddinefs  of  the  head,  with  fwooning,  a 
3  bleeding 
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bleeding  at  the  nofe,  an  increafe  orfaliyi  which  will 
o  vifcid,  and  attended  by  pain  and  {'welling  of  the 
maxillary  glands,  a  brafly  tafte  in  the  faliva,  a  dub- 
born  coftive  habit,  an  aching  head,  a  throbbing  in  the 
temporal  arteries ;  and  the  eyes  hot  and  reddened — - 
©ther  effects  from  mercury  are  cholic,  attended  with 
Palfy  of  a  limb,  or  general  palfy.” 

An  anonymous  writer*  fays,  The  mifchief  done 
by  mercury  -and  its  preparations,  even  in  good  hands , 
has  been,  perhaps,  equal  to  all  the  good  it  has  pro¬ 
duced.5’  This  is  a  tolerable  confeffion  from  a  pro- 
feiTional  man. — -But  he  goes  farther :  “  The  occa- 

fions  where  it  is  adminidered  are  innumerable,  and 
the  deftrudiion  endlefs .” 

Mr.  Howard,  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  fays, 
4;  The  adlion  of  this  medicine  has  a  tendency  to  in¬ 
creafe  the  d'ifpofition  to  hedtic,  in  every  the  heft  pojfibls 
te?nperament.  How  many  hundreds  are  there,  wh® 
overlook,  or  really  are  ignorant  of  the  critical  mua- 
tion  in-  which  mercurial  courfes  unavoidably  place 
them  i5> 

Mr.  Bell,  a  furgeon  and  author  of  confiderable  re¬ 
pute,  fays,  “mercury  is  perhaps  one  the  mod  univer- 
fal  ftimulants  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  Even 
in  fmall  quantities,  it  often  excites  heat  over  the 
whole  body,  quicknefs  of  pulfe,  and  other  fymptoms 
of  fever.  Befides  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fe/er,  mer¬ 
cury  is  apt  to  excite  redlefihefs,  anxiety,  general  de¬ 
bility,  and  a  very  didrefsful  irritable  date  of  the  whole 
fydem” 

*  See  Popular  View  of  the  Effe&6  of  the  Veeeral  DiTeafe,  p.  203. 
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“  Thef  o  he  "ays,  4  are  its  .ordinary  efFcds  ;  and  in 
Mie  treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  one  of  the  great- 
eil  difficulties  we  meet  with,  is  the  management  of  this 
medicine;  for  while  the  cure  of  the  difeafe  often  re¬ 
quires  it  to  be  given  in  coniiderable  quantities,  the 
conftitution  ?s  apt  to  be  materially  injured,  if  it  be  not 
exhibited  nvi;h  the  great  eft  care  and  attention ,5’ 

Who,  after  fuch  a  defcription  by  feveral  of  its  warm- 
eft  votaries,  will  attribute  t^ie  lately  multiplied  inftan- 
ces  of  APOPLEXIES,  PALSIES,  INSANITY,  and  SELF- 
MU  R  T  h  E  R ,  to  any  thing  but  the  general  ufe  of  mercury  ? 

I  have  thus,  fir,  I  hope,  juftly  and  fairly,  condemned 
the  practice  of  ufng  mercury*  by  clear  inferences* 
^rom  fads  related  by  the  principal  praditioners  in 
this  country.  If  the  patients  underftood  their  wrongs, 
and  could  write ;  or  if  the  dead  could  fpeak,  what 
prefer ibing  furgeon  would  dare  approach  the  vaults 
and  church-yards  of  this  metropolis,  where  in  all 
probability  half  the  bodies  are 'prematurely  laid  by 
the  adminiftration  of  mercury  ? 

For,  over-locking  the  immediate  facriiices  to  the 
mercurial  treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  inve¬ 
terate  fcrcfulas,  evils,  cancers,  confumptions,  afthmas, 
nervous  melancholies,  and  infinities,  which  are  the 
confequences  of  that  horrid  proftration  of  ftrength, 
neceflarily,  and  under  any  management,  produced  by 
mercury— are  every  wiiere  and  hourly  the  adive  mi- 
nifters  of  death,  and  they  keep  the  paffing-bells  of  out 
_  churches  perpetually  going. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

Frith freet,  I.  SWAINSpN, 

Pec*  12,  1796. 

LETTER 
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letter  VII. 

Sir, 

Having  fubmttted  to^your  attention  lev  era!  im¬ 
portant  fails  relating  to  thd  effeil  of  mineral  prepa¬ 
rations,  particularly  to  thofe  cf  mercury,  which  I 
fuppofe  never  to  have  occurred  collectively  to  your 
mind — I  call  on  you  as  a  nrcfeffed,  a  conscientious, 
End  able  reformer-—  to  blend  your  analytic  reafon 
with  the  foaring,  comp  rehen  five,  and  poetic  ima¬ 
gination  of  your  friend,  IV.  Darwin — and  begin  the 
general  reform  of  your  country,  within  the  precin&s 
of  your  owivprofeffion. 

If  you  coutd!  clearly  prove  on  minifters,  or  their 
fyHem  of  policy,  fuch  evils  as  I  really  think  I  can 
prove  on  parts  of  the  medical  profeffion,  ycu  would 
call  for  axes  and  fcaffolds,  in  order  to  have  Tower* 
hill  inundated  with  the  blood  of  the  offenders. 

Theprefent  war,  which  all  parties  call  unfortunate, 
with  all  its  peculiar  preffures  and  miferiss,  is  not,  per¬ 
haps,  an  evil  of  greater  urgency,  or  of  more  extent, 
than  the  general  adminidration  of  a  mineral  poifon, 
to  the  effefls  of  which  we  are  liable  in  the  womb.,  at 
the  bread:,  and  which  is  given  us  under  almod  all  pre¬ 
tences,  and  on  aim  off  all  occalions.  It  converts  little 
ailments  into  ferrous  diforders,  disorders  into  horrible 
maladm-si  and  renders  venial,  irregularities  and  un- 

F  z  avoidable 
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avoidable  accidents,  irremediable  and  mortal  calami¬ 
ties,  War  deilroys  thoufands,  and  is  a  horrible  evil ; 
but  mercury,  fKll  more  cruel,  prevents  millions  from 
ever  from  having  any  enjoyment  of  exigence  ; 

or  renders  life  a  lingering  death. 

You  Vvill  fay — Why  not  apply  immediately  to  Dr. 
Darwin,  who  has  undertaken  a  new  fyitem  of  medi¬ 
cine  ?  Dr.  Darwin  is„  no  doubt,  fertile  in  fpecd^ 
tion  and  correfl  in  praflice.  He  difplays  a  fine  ima¬ 
gination,  and  great  reading,  painful  deduction,  and 
extenfive  experience.  His  theory  is  fplendid  ;  but 
his  Materia  Medics,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  com¬ 
mon,  i-ccrredi,  and  penerYlv  the  eifcfl  o:'  the  oerufal 
of  bocks. 

He  appears  to  me  alfo  not  to  be  above  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  his  eduec.i'on ;  and  I  think  I  have  had  fome 
oceaftons  to  complain  of  his  want  of  candor  to  my- 
elf. 

In  the  Zoortomia,  he  fays,  “  The  union  of  mer* 
eury  with  the  vegetable  acid,  when  triturated  with 
manna ,  is  faid  to  compofe  Keyfer’s  pill  ;  triturated 
with  gum  Arabic,  it  is  much  recommended  by  Plenk  ; 
and  triturated  with  fupar,  and  a  little  effential  oil,  as 
direfted  in  a  former  Edinburgh  Difpenfatory,  ix  p  o- 


hchly  forms  feme  of  the  fyrups  fold  as  noftrums.” 

I  fhould  ro:  be  fo  captious  as  to  think  myfelf  included 
n  this  infmuation,  if  from  the  numerous  patients  which 
have  been  here  from  him,  and,!  believe,  with  hL  know¬ 
ledge,  I  had  not  thought  I  had  fome  right  to  an  ex¬ 
ception,  in  an  implied  charge  of  fraud  ;  fer  you  ihould 
£ncw>  fir,  that  in  point  of  honour  and  integrity  of 

character 
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character,  Iplace  myfelf  fully  by  the  fide  of  Darwin, 
of  you,  and  of  the  very  firft  men  in  your  profeffion. 

Will  Dr.  Darwin  admit,  that  he  has  not  chemical 
fkill  to  deteft  any  preparation  of  mercury  in  the  for« 
mula  of  the  Edinburgh  Dsfpenfatory  ?  If  he  fhouid-— ■ 
the  mod  paltry  chemift  in  London  will  indraft  him  :  if 
not,  and  he  can  prefcribe  the  ingredients  of  the  vege¬ 
table  fyrup,  why  does  he  fuffer  fome  ofhis  mod  opu¬ 
lent  patients  to  become  mine?  Why  does  he  yield  to 
me  the  general  care  of  the  health  of  a  learned  and 
amiable  prelate,  who  has  been  for  thirty  or  forty  years 
the  delight  of  all  the  principal  focieties,  in  the 
general  fcene  of  the  doctor’s  -pra&ice  ?  And  why  did 
a  near  relation,  who  minutely  follows  his  fteps,  con¬ 
sign  to  me  an  opulent  Cambrian  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  who  had  been  long  under  his  care  ;  and  a  pa¬ 
tient  he  had,  on  many  accounts,  an  important  intered 
to  cure  f 

You  fir,  are  my  man.  There  is  an  apparent  inte¬ 
grity  and  franknefs  in  your  fpirit  of  enterprize,  which^ 
to  me,  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  than  any  other  fpe- 
cies  of  talents. 

If  you  defend  mercury,  you  and  I  fhall  have  a  mor¬ 
tal  firuggle  ;  and  if  I  fall,  I  know  I  fhall  fall  fairly  and 
honorably  by  your  hand. 

If  you  defert  it,  and  admit  the  fafts  and  reafonings 
I  have  produced,  I  hope  to  prevail  on  you  to  adopt 
a  vegetable  Materia  Medica ,  by  the  following  addi¬ 
tional  confiderations : 

Brainy  to  whofe  memory  you  have  done  honorable 
juftice,  and  whofe  theory  will  form  an  important  ?cra 
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the  hiftory  and  practice  of  phyfic,  has  enabled  his 
readers  to  define  difeafe,  which  is  an  action  of  parti¬ 
cular  parts,  more  or  lefs  violent,  difturbing  the  gene¬ 
ral  actions  or  fursdVions  of  the  whole  body. 

When  thefe  irregular  actions  take  place,  the  relief, 
or  cure,  is  in  exciting  the  general  functions ;  and  the 
means  fhould  be,  either  thofe  ordinarily  employed  as 
the  ingredients  of  our  food,  or  materials  analogous  to 
to  them,  but  having  greater  degrees  of  force  or  Simu¬ 
lating  power. 

In  the  vegetable  world,  the  gradations  of  this  force 
are  indefinite,  and  may  be  indefinitely  applied,  as  the 
a&ion  to  be  excited  is  required  to  be  more  or  lefs  for¬ 
cible.  For  a  fcale  may  be  formed  of  thefe  gradations, 
from  thofe  vegetables  ufed  in  our  daily  food,  to  thofe 
which  would  produce  immediate  death. 

In  minerals,  no  fuch  fcale  could  be  formed,  if  mi¬ 
nerals  bore  any  flrift  analogy  to  the  ordinary  f!i. 
saulants  of  the  human  conilitution,  Thofe  perfons, 
herefore,  who  ufe  minerals,  only  vary  the  quantities 
of  a  few  ingredients,  to  give  them  more  or  lefs  vio¬ 
lence. 

But  the  mineral  action,  trough  apparently  fimilar, 
is  not  the  fame  in  its  effect  with  any  equal  vegetable 
a&ion  ;  elfe  earths  and  minerals  would  furnifh  food, 
by  digeflion,  as  well  as  medicines,  which  the  mine¬ 
ral  ills  will  not  affert ;  and  if  they  were  deftined  to  fur- 
nifh  medicines,  the  acrid  and  deliterious  vegetables 
would  have  been  appointed  in  vain. 

But  bcfides  the  mere  a&ion  of  excitement,  in  almofl 
all  difeafes  the  folids  want  rapid  ailiftance  and  repa¬ 
ration  | 
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ration  ;  and  the  evident  defign  of  the  union  of  muci¬ 
lage  and  acridity  in  fome  vegetables,  is,  that  at  the 
fame  time  the  general  a&ion  is  fupported  or  accele¬ 
rated,  materials  of  repair  may  alfo  be  carried  with  ce¬ 
lerity  to  the  relaxed  and  wafted  folids. 

This  is  the  reafon  that  I  daily  fee  the  patients  of 
feveral  preferring  furgeons  around  me  languilhing 
and  emaciated,  under  the  ftimulating  effefts  of  mer¬ 
cury,  while  mine  fatten  under  the  effe&s  of  vegetables, 
perhaps  equally  ftimulating. 

And  this  is  the  reafon,  that  vegetable  medicines 
fhould  never  undergo  the  fermentative  procefs,  as’ they 
become  lefs  fufceptible  of  digeftion  into  any  matter  to 
be  aflimilated  with  the  chyle,  and  to  repair  in  the 
folids  the  injuries  of  difeafe. 

Whether  the  aftion  of  vegetables  may,  or  fhould 
be,  carried  fo  far  as  to  affeft  the  mouth,  and  falivate, 
I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  form  a  fair  judgment. 

No  perfon  has  ever  been  falivated,  or  even  had  the 
mouth  affe&ed,  under  my  dire&ion  ;  and  yet  I  have 
had  an  Irifh  patient,  who  took  a  whole  bottle  of  the 
vegetable  fyrup  at  a  fitting,  as  he  called  it.  In  the 
peculiar  mode  of  reafoning  which  facetious  wits  of 
that  nation  have  recourfe  to  generally  after  dinner,  on 
being  told  by  a  friend  recommending  it,  that  a  bottle 
would  probably  cure  him  of  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  he 
fwore  it  fhould  do  it  at  once  ;  and  fat  down  to  the  bot¬ 
tle,  which  he  emptied.  His  friend,  alarmed,  fent  for 
me  ;  but  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  fee  him  till  the 
following  morning  :  and  I  own  I  approached  his  bed 
with  feme  concern.  But  he  foon  removed  it,  by  fay¬ 
ing 
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ing  he  was  very  well ;  and  lie  believed  if  I  looked  un¬ 
der  the  bed,  I  might  poflibly  fee  he  had  fwetted  through 
it,  and  plentifully  larded  the  floor.  He  got  up  and  took 
a  little  care  to  avoid  cold,  and  fell  no  more  of  his  go¬ 
norrhoea.  But  this  is  a  mode  of  cure  I.  would  not 
recommend  to  any  but  very  rebuff  and  jolly  Hiber¬ 
nians. 

Even  in  this  violent  ufe  of  the  medicine,  the  mouth 
was  not  affeded  ;  nor  have  I  ever  feen  any  fair  rea- 
fons  to  conclude,  that  vegetables  will  falivate,  except 
in  the  very  ad  of  poifoning. 

Numerous  charges  have,  however,  been  brought 
againft  the  Vegetable  fyrup  ;  becaufe  patients  in  the 
ufe  of  it  have  been  flightly  falivated.  But  on  filch 
occafions,  either  a  phyfrelan  or  a  furgeon  has  been 
fent  for  ;  who  being  eager  to  refeue  the  patient  out  of 
my  hands  into  the  good  old  way,  has  contented  himfelf 
with  the  common  exclamation,  that  I  fecretly  ufed 
mercury,  and  bellowing  fuch  abufe  as  might  deter  the 
patient  front  feeing  me  again. 

fn  all  the  accidents  of  this  kind,  and  they  havm 
been  numerous,  no  furgeon  has  had  the  candor,  and 
no  patient  the  refolution  to  let  me  fee  the  fad. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  however — and  my  predecef- 
fors,  M.  De  Yelnos  and  Dr.  Mercier,  accounted  for 
it,  by  the  fyrup’s  fecting  in  motion  fame  mercury 
lurking  in  the  coniiitution ;  for  it  never  has  happened 
but  to  thofe  who  had  previoufy  taken  mercury. 

I  do  not  believe  in  the  dodrir.e  of  mercury’s  lodg¬ 
ing  or  lurking  in  the  coniiitution;  but  I  can  eafily 
believe*  that  a  confdtution  which  has  been  fubmitted 
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©  the  adion  of  mercury,  till  the  mouth  has  been  af¬ 
fected,  will,  on  feeling  the  different  ftimulus  of  the 
vegetable  fvrup,  at  frit  not  difcern  the  difference,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  word  ;  but  take  to  a  fimilar  adion,  and 
produce  falivation. 

This  your  ingenious  friend,  Darwin,  readily  ac¬ 
counts  for,  in  the  difpofition  of  the  internal  as  well  as 
external  movements  of  the  body  to  ad  by  habits. 

You  will  obferve,  fir,  I  allude  to  my  own  medi¬ 
cine,  merely  becaufe  I  cannot  illukrate  fome  fads  in 
any  other  manner. 

Thofe  who  have  largely  ufed  hemloc  and  the 
poppy,  might  illulhate  them  in  a  different  manner : 
and  the  great  and  various  effeds  of  thofe  vegetables, 
particularly  the  effeds  of  opium,  might  furnifh  grounds 
©f  reafoning  which  would  render  my  general  argu¬ 
ment  irrefragable. 

The  different  confequences  of  adminiftering  medi¬ 
cal  vegetables,  fingly  and  combined,  would  open  a 
held  too  wide  for  my  powers  and  experience. 

The  few  powerful  vegetables  now  admitted  into 
medical  pradice  are  generally  ufed  fingly.  The 
knowledge  and  experience  I  have  is  in.decodions 
and  even  in  combinations  of  decodions,  the  vegeta¬ 
bles  having  undergone  ploceffies  which  make  them 
yield  all  their  ingredients. 

There  are,  however,  abundant  fads  of  the  efficacy 
of  vegetables  ufed  fingly. 

The  American  favages  ufe  the  root  of  the  plant 
Lobelia  fyphiletica,  in  deeodion,  and  eafily  cure  the 
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ihe  various  forms  of  the  venereal  difeafe.,  as  they  are? 
not  among  them  aggravated  by  mercury. 

The  South  Americans,  from  a  fentiment  of  re" 
fentment,  are  faid  to  have  concealed  from  their  cruel 
conquerors  their  remedy  for  the  veneral  difeafe,  until 
they  loft  it  themfelves. 

In  the  eighth  article  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences,  at  Stockhohn,  for  1785,  Mr. 
Bjaemlunde  gives  certain  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  bark  of  the  Alpine-cherry  (prunus  padus)  in  th« 
venereal  difeafe;  but  having  the  prejudices  of  this  pe¬ 
riod  in  favour  of  mercury,  he  has  not  given  the  bark  a 
fair  trial.  Finding  it  eafily  cured  the  difeafe  in  flight, 
cafes,  inthofe  of  violence,  he  ajfifted  it  with  mercury, 
on  a  principle  as  truly  philofophic,  as  the  bakers 
blend  calcareous  earth  and  ground  bones  with  our 
bread.  The  deception,  he  fays,  is  antifcorbutic  and 
llomachic,  which  is  the  cafe  with  all  anti- venereal 
medicines,  and  is  employed  in  cutaneous  eruptions, 
cachexy,  and  dropfy. 

Even  in  outward  applications,  the  fame  reafons 
prevail  for  giving  the  preference  to  vegetable  over 
mineral  preparations. 

I  had  a  patient  with  ulcerated  legs,  of  very  long 
continuance  and  great  obftinacy  ;  and  what  rendered 
the  cafe  almofl  hopelefs  was,  that  it  had  originated  in 
a  venereal  complaint,  and  had  been  treated  with  mer¬ 
cury.  The  legs  were  generally  much  fwolien  ;  and 
a  metallic  lotion,  of  lingular  efficacy  in  abating  tu¬ 
mours,  was  recommended  and  ufed.  The  effedt  was 
apparently  happy ;  it  abated  the  fweijing,  and  took 
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off  all  pain.  The  patient  was  much  rejoiced,  and  i 
was  much  relieved  j  for  I  had  then  but  little  experi¬ 
ence.  I  was,  however,  foon  undeceived  ;  the  violent 
action  of  the  metal  on  the  parts  rendered  them  flabby 
and  almoft  torpid — -and  if  the  lotion  had  been  re¬ 
peated,  a  phagedenic  or  cancerous  ulcer,  of  an  incu¬ 
rable  nature,  would  have  been  the  confequence.  It 
was  with  great  and  patient  attention  in  the  ufe  of 
mild  poultices,  that  the  patient  was  faved. 

In  your  Confederations  on  the  medicinal  Ufe  cf  faSii - 
thus  Jirs ,  you  relate  a  cafe  in  Ireland,  which  dire&ly 
favours  my  prefent  argument. 

The  application  of  the  wood-forrel,  of  the  root  of 
water  parfley,  and  of  the  common  carrot,  in  the  form 
of  poultice,  where  external  ftimulus  is  wanting,  is  a 
practice  as  ancient  as  any  thing  recorded  in  medi¬ 
cine. 

But  inftead  of  feeing  the  real  importance  of  the  in¬ 
formation  which  it  might  have  afforded — you  yield 
to  the  falfe  affociations  of  your  education  and  chemi¬ 
cal  habits  ;  and  you  allow  the  virtue  of  the  apphca  , 
tion  from  the  fimilitude  of  its  aflion  to  that  of  the  me  - 
fallic  oxyds. 

What!  are  there  not  vegetable  as  well  as  metallic 
oxyds  ? — God  forbid  they  fhould  be  the  fame  1  for,  in 
that  cafe,  l  fhould  have  as  many  mutilations,  impo- 
tencies,  difeafes,  and  deaths  to  anfwer  for,  as  any 
thick  headed  and  hard-hearted  votary  of  mercury  in 
England.  For  when  ulcers  require  ftimulants-,  I  al¬ 
ways  ufe  them.  And  you  may.  eafily  fatisfy  yourfelf 
<§f  their  fuperior  importance,  by  a  few  fimple  trials. 

Take 
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Take  two  patients,  haying  the  tenia  or  fcurry- 
head ;  you  will  eafily  find  them,  among  the  half-fa- 
mifhed  children  in  your  neighbourhood.  Treat  one 
of  them  with  the  common  decoftion  of  the  woods, 
and  place  on  his  head  a  poultice  of  carrots — give  the 
other  mercurial  pills,  and  place  a  mercurial  plafler 
on  his  head.  The  difeafe  may  difappcar  in  both 
cafes — but  obferve  the  children  for  forae  time  after¬ 
wards  : 

The  vegetable  patient  fnall  be  healthy  and  in  good 
fpirits ;  the  mercurial  patient,  if  he  have  no  return  of 
the  difeafe,  fhall  be  fickly,  nervous,  hypochondriac 
and  perhaps  have  his  mental  faculties  affedied. 

The  confequences  are  the  fame,  in  the  different 
treatment  of  tumours  and  ulcers,  or  buboes  and  chan¬ 
cres,  whether  scrofulous  or  venereal. 

An  attention  to  thefe  circumdances  may  pojfilly  a£- 
fe&  very  importantly  your  choice  and  application  of 
factitious  airs.- — But  I  do  not  feel  fufficiently  bold, 
to  attack  you  immediately  on  your  own  ground. 

It  is  fufficient  for  my  prefent  purpofe,  that  all  the 
propofed  effe&s  of  minerals,  as  medicines,  internal  and 
external,  are  anfwered  by  vegetables,  without  induc¬ 
ing  any  of  thofe  deadful  difeafes  with  which  they  fup- 
ply  and  embarrafs  the  practice  of  medicine. 

I  might  furnidi  you  with  very  numerous  indances 
of  thofe  difeafes.  I  might  point,  out  to  ycu  young 
men,  who  have  been  mutilated  and  unmanned  by  the 
ufe  of  mercury;  and  who  have  been- left  by  brutal 
practitioners,  to  wander  for  the  remainder  of  life,  with 
the  Tong  defires,  but  without  the  capacities,  of  men, 

*4  I  charge 
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I  charge  this  fo  pointedly  on  the  authors  of  thsfe  ca¬ 
lamities,  becaufe  it  is  a  cruelty  of  the  moil  atrocious 
nature  ;  and  it  is  avoidable,  as  the  fame  treatment  and 
remedy  which  I  have  ufed  to  Jave  their  lives,  would 
have  prevented  this  mutilation . 

But  I  megm  to  produce  publicly  an  example  of 
this  kind  :  a  man  mutilated  in  a-celebrated  hofpital 
whofe  life  I  faved  with  difficulty ;  to  warn  youth  of 
their  danger,  and  to  repel  calumny  by  an  act  of  ge¬ 
neral  beneficence—  I  fhall  not  dsvell  on  it— I  fhall  not 
detail  the  cafes  in  whidh  nofes,  palates,  foreheads,' 

and  indeed  aimed  all  the  bones  of  the  body,  have  been 
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crumbled,  by  the  aid  which  this  mineral  gives  to  fear- 
butte,  fcrofulous,  and  venereal  complaints. 

It  is  by  exceffive  action,  by  repeated  and  violent 
probations  of  drengtb,  that  it  introduces  and  fupports 
numerous  tribes  of  nervous  diforders,  and  new  fpecies 
of  convuliions  and  epilepiies,  pal  lies,  apoplexies,  and 
infanities.  It  furniffies,  either  diredly  or  indirectly 
a  moiety  of  the  cafes  in  confumption,  althma,  rheu- 
matifm,  inveterate  feurvy,  fcrofula,  and  the  eviL 

You  very  commendably  turn  your  attention  to  thefe 
deplorable  calamities ;  but  without  attending  to  the 
general  caufe,  in  the  horrid  practice  respect¬ 
ing  mercury,  which  at  this  time  is  too  prevalent. 
You  only  play  with  and  water  the  extreme  branches, 
while  a  furgeon  maybe  pouring  a  cauitic  at  the  root 
of  the  tree. 

As  an  honed  man,  which  I  believe  you  to  be,  in, 
which  character  I  honour  you  much  more  than  in  that 
ofaphyfician  or  eh e mid 3— as  a  declared  reformer; 
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as  a  writer  of  Various  and  powerful  talents— I  conjure 
you  to  lay  the  foundation  of  your  own  extenfive  utility 
and  immortal  fame,  by  confidering  attentively  a  prac¬ 
tice  which,  with  the  appearance  of  benefit,  undermines 
the  general  health  ;  and  which,  while  it  removes  the 
fymptoms,  infiidts  on  mankind  numerous  and  incurable 
difeafes. 

My  voice  is  in  itfclf,  feeble  ;  and  I  have  prejudices 
againft  me  not  eafily  furmounted.  You  Hand  on 
more  advantageous  ground ;  and  though  I  have  not 
been  unfuccefsful  in  my  fituation,  and  am’confidered  as 
fortunate  in  the  general  object  of  my  life,  I  fhould  con¬ 
sider  it  as  a  circumftance  in  that  life  of  the  greater 
utility  and  the  greatest  honour,  to  have  directed  and 
fixed  your  knowledge  and  abilities  again  ft  all  the 
mafqued  evils,  and  all  the  indirect  murthers  which  I 
firmly  believe  to  be  committed  by  mercury,  in  the 
prefent  practice  of  medicine* 

I  am,.  Sir, 

With  great  refpeft. 

Your  Very  humble  fervant, 

h  SWAINSO-N. 

Trith-ftrtei,  London, 

Dectmktr  14,  1796. 


THE  END* 
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JP HE  attention  lately  given  to  the  proper  pre¬ 
paration  of  Velnos’  Vegetable  Syrup,  and  to  di« 
red  its  various  ules,  having  greatly  increafed  its 
confumption,  the  demand  of  the  following  publi¬ 
cations  of  Mr.  Swainfon  is  fo  confiderable,  that  he 
is  obliged  to  fet  a  fmall  price  upon  each  of  them, 
to  prevent  an  expence  which  would  be  enormous 
and  inconvenient. 

The  diredlions  for  the  ufe  of  the  medicine  are 
delivered  gratis^  as  ufual. 

An  account  of  the  Cures  by  Velnos5  Vegetable 
Syrup  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe.  Price  2s.  The 
particular  mode  of  ufing  the  medicine  in  this  dif- 
order  is  prefixed  to  this  pamphlet,  in  the  form  of 
directions. 

An  account  of  Cures  by  Velnos5  Vegetable  Sy¬ 
rup,  in  diforders  clafied  by  the  faculty  under  va¬ 
rious  denominations,  but  deriving  their  origin  or 
malignity  from  the  retention  or  introduction  of 
morbid  matter  into  the  habit;  from  glandular  ob- 
ifruCtions;  or  from  general  impurity  of  the  Lymph, 
commonly  called  the  Scurvy,  Price  2s. 

The  prefent  enlarged  edition  of  the  above  work 
is  publifhed,  partly  with  a  view  to  diminifh  a  fpe- 
cies  of  trouble  which  the  author  can  no  longer 
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fufcain:  that  of  fitting  feveral  hours  every  day  to 
anfwer  letters  and  mefifages  on  the  probability  of 
relief  in  numerous  cafes,  from  the  Vegetable  Sy¬ 
rup  of  de  Velnos.  In.  this  Treatife  the  principles 
on  which  the  medicine  ad?cs  are  clearly  Hated  ;  and 
the  cafes,  while  they  are  arranged  into  Uifcincfl;  dalles 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

are  obvioufly  traced  to  a  general  fource.  Per¬ 
rons  furnifhed  with  this  work  need  not  apply  to 
the  author  in  common  complaints. 

The  new  cafes  are  the  m  oft  extraordinary  that 
have  yet  appeared  in  the  Englifti  language  :  and 
the  atteftations  and  recommendations,  in  regard  to 
character,  penetration,  knowledge,  and  learning, 
are  more  refpedtahle  than  can  be  produced  in  any 
other  medical  pamphlet. 

Hints  to  Families  on  the  increafing  Prevalence' 
of  Scrofula,  Afthmas,  Confumptions,  and  Palftes, 
from  the  prefent  Method  of  Treatment  in  the 
Mealies  and  Small  Pox.  Price  is.. 
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